Decision No. C01-86

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00L-577G

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF COLORADO NATURAL GAS, INC. FOR AN ORDER AUTHORIZING AND TO PUT INTO EFFECT CERTAIN GAS RATE ADJUSTMENTS TO ITS GAS COST RECOVERY RATES.

ORDER GRANTING APPLICANT’S
WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION
Mailed Date:  January 31, 2001

Adopted Date:  November 1, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) for consideration of a voluntary withdrawal of a verified application filed on October 27, 2000 by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (“CNG”).  In its notice, CNG indicated that it was giving notice of its voluntary withdrawal of its Verified Application, as amended, to revise its gas cost adjustment (“GCA”) rates filed in this matter.  

2. Now being duly advised in the premises, the Commission will grant CNG’s application to voluntarily withdraw its GCA rate application.

B. Discussion

1. As noted above, this matter concerns CNG’s notice of voluntary withdrawal of its Verified Application, as amended, to revise its GCA rates, filed on October 27, 2000.  CNG filed an application on October 18, 2000 seeking authority to revise its GCA rates on less-than-statutory notice.  Subsequent to that filing, CNG and Public Utilities Commission Staff (“Staff”) entered into discussions regarding Staff’s requests for certain information in addition to that provided in CNG’s original application.  

2. The additional information related primarily to the Account No. 191 balance, as well as to the deferred gas cost component of CNG’s proposed rates.  Staff also requested that CNG identify the revenue impact, by division, of the GCA adjustment rate increase it was requesting in the application, as well as other matters relating to the use of the Account No. 191 balance.  CNG also agreed to amend its October 18, 2000 application in order to incorporate additional information requested by Staff, and request a waiver of the requirement that CNG use the Account No. 191 balance at June 30, 2000 in developing new GCA rates.

3. Because several paragraphs of CNG’s original application were required to be changed to accommodate the additional information requested, as well as to specifically request a waiver of the Commission’s GCA rules as referenced above, CNG submitted a Verified Amended Application on October 25, 2000.  CNG requested that the amended application, along with supporting exhibits, be substituted in the Commission’s files for the original application filed by CNG on October 18, 2000.

4. Subsequent to the filing of the amended application, CNG and Staff have engaged in several discussions regarding the need for information in addition to that already contained in CNG’s application, as amended.  It is Staff’s position that certain additional issues require resolution before it can recommend approval of the revised GCA rates proposed by CNG in its GCA application, as amended.

5. As a result, CNG has voluntarily agreed to withdraw its October 18, 2000 application, as amended on October 25, 2000, to have sufficient time to address and resolve any remaining issues with Staff.  At the time these outstanding issues have been resolved, CNG will re-file its application.  CNG states that no harm or prejudice will result to any person or customer of CNG as a result of CNG withdrawing its application, as amended.

6. Therefore, based on the above discussion, the Commission will grant CNG’s application and notice of voluntary withdrawal of its verified application, as amended.

order

C. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application and notice of Colorado Natural Gas, Inc., to voluntarily withdraw its Verified Application to revise its gas cost adjustment rates is hereby granted.

2. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

D. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
November 1, 2000.
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