Decision No. C01-50

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-641T
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF williams local network, inc. for approval of any “transfer” that may result from its conversion into a limited liability company.

ORDER granting application

Mailed Date:  January 24, 2001

Adopted Date:  January 5, 2001
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement and Findings of Fact

1. On November 20, 2000, Williams Local Network, Inc. (“WLNI”), filed an application seeking approval of a proposed transfer of all assets and liabilities.  4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-37.

2. The Commission previously granted WLNI a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to provide local exchange telecommunications services on a facilities-based and resold basis throughout the State of Colorado within the territory where Qwest Corporation (formerly known as U S WEST Communications, Inc.) is certified to provide local exchange service.  Decision No. C00-137.

3. The application states that the proposed transfer will occur as a result of an organizational restructuring in which WLNI will convert from a Delaware corporation to a limited liability company on January 1, 2001.  The new entity will be known as Williams Local Network, LLC.  The conversion will be transparent to WLNI’s customers.  The assets and liabilities of the corporation will become the assets and liabilities of the newly-formed limited liability company. 

4. On November 27, 2000, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed, giving notice to all interested persons.  Interventions were due on or before December 27, 2000.  None were filed.

5. On December 14, 2000, WLNI filed responses to questions posed by the Commission.

B. Discussion

6. The application is unopposed and may be considered without a hearing.  § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

7. Now being duly advised, the Commission finds that the organizational restructuring is not a matter which requires our approval.  Section 40-5-105, C.R.S., requires Commission approval of the sale, assignment, or lease of public utility assets outside the normal course of business.  We find that the corporate restructuring here does not constitute a sale, assignment, or lease requiring Commission approval.  Therefore, the application for Commission approval is unnecessary.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

8. The application by Williams Local Network, Inc., is deemed complete.

9. The application for approval of the proposed transfer is dismissed as unnecessary.  Since the name of the applicant is changing, it is advised that it should comply with Rule 42 (Adoption Notice When Name or Control of a Fixed Utility Change), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

10. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING January 5, 2001.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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CHAIRMAN RAYMOND L. GIFFORD ABSENT.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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