Decision No. C01-35

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00T-595

IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT APPLICATION OF QWEST CORPORATION AND ICG TELECOM GROUP, INC. FOR APPROVAL OF AN INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 252(b) OF THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996.

ORDER GRANTING RECONSIDERATION,
REARGUMENT, OR REHEARING
Mailed Date:  January 11, 2001

Adopted Date:  December 20, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) for consideration of a joint application for reconsideration, reargument, or rehearing (“RRR”) filed on December 12, 2000 by Qwest Corporation and ICG Telecom Group, Inc. (collectively “Parties”).  In its application, the Parties seek RRR for the narrow purpose of seeking clarification of Decision No. C00-1323 approving the Parties’ interconnection agreement.  The Parties seek clarification of two statements by the Commission in the “Background” section of the decision.  

2. Now being duly advised in the premises, the Commission will grant the Parties’ motion for RRR.

Discussion

3. The Parties filed a Verified Joint Application for Approval of an Interconnection Agreement on October 27, 2000.  The Agreement provided for the terms and conditions for exchange of, and compensation for terminating local traffic.  The Commission approved the application in Decision No. C00-1323, on November 17, 2000.

4. The Parties now seek clarification of two statements in that Decision.  The first statement is as follows:  “During the 60-day period immediately following the effective date of this Agreement, the parties agree to negotiate in good faith in an effort to arrive at mutually agreed to permanent pricing according to the terms of Docket No. 99A-577T.”  The Parties indicated in their application that this caused them uncertainty because the Parties did not agree to enter such negotiations as a part of their Agreement.  To clarify, the rates in Docket No. 99A-577T will apply when they become effective and will apply prospectively to the rates indicated in the Agreement.  The rates indicated in the Agreement of the Parties are interim rates.

5. The second statement of clarification states:  “the compensation arrangement between the parties will be as provided in the above Commission Decisions, more commonly known as ‘Bill and Keep’ for the exchange of local traffic.”  The Parties indicate that this sentence is potentially confusing, and may not capture exactly the essence of the Commission’s earlier decisions on the reciprocal compensation issue.  The Parties request that the Commission clarify its decision by expressly affirming that “bill and keep” applies only to ISP-bound calls and not to all local traffic.  To clarify the Parties confusion, “bill and keep” compensation arrangement related to ISP bound traffic only as indicated in the Party’s original Agreement.

6. The Commission will grant the Parties’ application for RRR to clarify the statements indicated above.

II. order

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The joint application of Qwest Corporation and ICG Telecom Group, Inc., for reconsideration, reargument, or rehearing is granted.

2. The Commission will clarify language in its Decision No. C00-1323.

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
December 20, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________

Commissioners

CHAIRMAN RAYMOND L. GIFFORD ABSENT.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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