Decision No. R00-1277-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00K-255T

docket no. 00a-171t

in the matter of western wireless holding co., inc.’s application for DESIGNATION as an eligible telecommunications carrier pursuant to 4 ccr 723-41-8.

docket no. 00a-174t

in the matter of western wireless holding co., inc.’s application for designation as an eligible TELECOMMUNICATIONS carrier PURSUANT to 4 ccr 723-42-7.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
modifying procedures

Mailed Date:  November 13, 2000

I. STATEMENT

A. On November 8, 2000, a scheduling conference was held between the Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) and counsel for the Applicant Western Wireless Holding Co., Inc., and Intervenors Staff, Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”), Qwest Corporation (“Qwest”), and the Colorado Telecommunications Association (“CTA”).
  The parties presented an oral status report and sought to amend Decision No. R00-1022-I, which required the parties to file a stipulation or other appropriate pleading in this proceeding by November 8, 2000.

B. Applicant indicated that negotiations had initially taken place with all parties, but then CTA and Qwest dropped out of the negotiations.  The Applicant, Staff, and the OCC have an agreement concerning the resolution of issues between them which they will able to present to Qwest and CTA by November 9, 2000, to be filed at the Commission by November 13, 2000.  They seek approval of this revised schedule, while noting that all parties seek to maintain the current hearing date scheduled in this proceeding.  CTA for its part agreed to request that the ALJ hold off on ruling on two motions that CTA had filed in this proceeding, a Motion to Dismiss and a Motion to Bifurcate, until CTA had had an opportunity to review the stipulation.  CTA will notify the ALJ on November 13, 2000 whether or not it will participate in the stipulation and settlement.

C. Finally, it was established that should the settlement not be joined in by all the parties to this proceeding, additional written testimony in support of the stipulation should be filed no later than November 21, 2000.

II. ORDER

D. It Is Ordered That:

1. The procedural schedule in this matter is modified as set forth above.  The Applicant Western Wireless Holding Co., Inc., Staff, the Office of Consumer Counsel, and any other signatory to the stipulation shall file the stipulation by November 13, 2000.

2. This matter remains scheduled for hearing on November 28 and 29, 2000.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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� Qwest and CTA participated by telephone.


� If the stipulation is not unanimous, it simply represents a joint position among the signatories.  In that event, a hearing would be held to consider all parties’ positions, not just the stipulation.
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