Decision No. R00-1268-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-351E

in the matter of the application of public service company of colorado for commission authorization to sell facilities and property, and for request for declaratory order or alternatively request for exemption under integrated resource planning rules.

interim order of
administrative law judge
dale e. isley
granting motion for extension
of time and modifying
procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  November 9, 2000

I. statement

A. On November 6, 2000, the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) filed a Joint Motion for an Extension of Time to File Answer Testimony and for Further Modifications to the Procedural Schedule (“Motion”) in the captioned proceeding.  As grounds for the Motion, Staff and the OCC state that various factors preclude them from filing their answer testimony in this matter on the current November 6, 2000 due date.
  These factors include prior extensions of time granted to Applicants, Public Service Company of Colorado (“PSCo”) and the City of Boulder (“Boulder”) for the filing of direct testimony,
 delays experienced in connection with audit and discovery efforts directed toward Applicants’ direct testimony,
 and deadlines imposed in connection with the PSCo 1999 Integrated Resource Plan proceeding.
  The Motion requests, apparently with the concurrence of all other parties, that Staff and the OCC be allowed to file their answer testimony on or before November 20, 2000 and that the procedural schedule governing this proceeding be modified in certain particulars.

B. Since all other parties apparently have no objection to the relief requested by the Motion, response time thereto will be waived.

C. The Motion will be granted.  The procedural schedule governing this proceeding will be modified as follows:

November 20, 2000—due date for Staff/OCC answer testimony;

November 22, 2000—due date for receipt of discovery directed to Staff/OCC answer testimony;

December 4, 2000—due date for discovery responses to discovery directed to Staff/OCC answer testimony (to the extent possible, discovery responses to individual queries shall be served prior to December 4, 2000);  

December 7-8, 2000—hearing.

PSCo and Boulder will be allowed to present live rebuttal testimony to the Staff and the OCC answer testimony at the hearing of this matter.  Hearing testimony shall be presented in the following manner:

PSCo direct testimony;

Cross-examination of PSCo direct testimony;

Boulder direct testimony; 

Cross-examination of Boulder direct testimony;

OCC direct/answer testimony;

Cross-examination of OCC direct/answer testimony;

Staff direct/answer testimony; 

Cross-examination of Staff direct/answer testimony;

PSCo (oral) rebuttal testimony;

Cross-examination of PSCo (oral) rebuttal testimony;

Boulder (oral) rebuttal testimony; and 

Cross-examination of Boulder (oral) rebuttal testimony.

D. The Motion indicates that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission recently issued an Order approving the transfer of the license associated with the Boulder Canyon Hydroelectric Project and that such Order requires the closure of the transaction which is the subject of this docket before December 19, 2000.  It is observed that, at least to date, the parties have been unable to comply with any of the deadlines they have previously proposed and which have been incorporated into prior scheduling orders issued in this matter.  They are advised that strict compliance to the modified procedural schedule established herein is necessary in order to facilitate a timely resolution of this case.

II. order

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Joint Motion for an Extension of Time to File Answer Testimony and for Further Modifications to the Procedural Schedule filed by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, is granted.

2. Response time to the Joint Motion for an Extension of Time to File Answer Testimony and for Further Modifications to the Procedural Schedule filed by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, is waived.

3. The procedural schedule previously established in this matter is modified as set forth in Section I, Paragraph C of this Order. 

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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� See, Decision Nos. R00-996-I and R00-996-I-E.  


� See, Decision Nos. R00-1091-I, R00-1108-I, and R00-1249-I.


� See, Decision No. R00-1250-I.


� See, Decision No. R00-1176-I in Docket No. 99A-549E.


� Although the parties have not specifically requested it, consideration may be given to the issuance of an initial Commission decision in this matter pursuant to the provisions of § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S. 
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