Decision No. R00-1152-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-382T

in the matter of rea. net’s application for operating AUTHORITY in areas served by centurytel of eagle; columbine TELEPHONE company; delta county tele-com, inc.; farmers TELEPHONE company; nucla-naturita telephone company; and rye telephone company.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
vacating and resetting hearing

Mailed Date:  October 11, 2000

I. statement

A. On September 29, 2000, Intervenors Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company, Rye Telephone Company, and Farmers Telephone Company filed their Motion to Continue Filing Dates and Hearing.  The movants seek to have the hearing, currently scheduled for October 17, 2000 vacated and rescheduled at some future time.  Related to that, the movants seek to have the deadline for the filing of testimony continued as well.  The Applicant REANET Corporation filed its Response in Opposition to the Motion on October 3, 2000.

B. By telephone conference on October 4, 2000, the assigned Administrative Law Judge indicated that he would grant the motion.  The grounds for granting the motion were based primarily on the extraordinary nature of this application.  This application is the first application for operating authority in territory of incumbent local exchange carriers other than Qwest Corporation.
  The movants concede that they are not ready to proceed to hearing.  This is due in part to the uncertain nature of the Colorado Telecommunications Association’s representation in this proceeding.  It is important that the Commission proceed with a full and complete record in this proceeding.  Therefore, the Motion to Continue is granted.  The order below reschedules the hearing and the deadline for the filing of testimony.

C. By pleading filed September 29, 2000 Richard Finnigan, Esq., of Olympia, Washington seeks permission to represent Nucla-Naturita, Rye, and Farmers pro hac vice.  Finnigan is a member in good standing of the Washington and Oregon bars.  The request will be granted.

D. By motion received October 6, 2000 Farmers, Rye, and Nucla-Naturita seek an extension of time until October 16, 2000 to respond to a Motion to Compel filed by the applicant.  It is represented that the extension is unopposed.  The extension will be granted.

ORDER

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing in this matter scheduled for October 17, 2000 is vacated.  The hearing is rescheduled as follows:

DATES:
December 7 and 8, 2000

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
  

1580 Logan Street, OL2
  

Denver, Colorado

2. Intervenors shall file their testimony and exhibits, in question-and-answer format, by November 22, 2000.

3. Richard Finnigan, Esq., Olympia, Washington is authorized to represent Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company, Rye Telephone Company, and Farmers Telephone Company for the duration of this proceeding.

4. Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company, Rye Telephone Company, and Farmers Telephone Company shall respond to the Motions to Compel filed by the applicant October 4, 2000 no later than October 16, 2000.

5. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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�  One other proceeding involving ICG Telecom Group, Ltd. was a much narrower application with a very limited number of customers.
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