Decision No. R00-1128

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-520E

in the matter of the request of westplains energy, a division of utilicorp united inc., to open a docket for filing its 1999 draft INTEGRATED resource plan.

RECOMMENDED DECISION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
ken f. kirkpatrick
closing docket

Mailed Date:  October 6, 2000

I. STATEMENT

A. This proceeding was instituted by the issuance of Decision No. C99-1192, October 27, 1999.  That decision, in response to a request from WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc. (“WestPlains”), opened this docket for the purpose of considering pleadings, petitions, and motions that might be filed with respect to the 1999 draft Integrated Resource Plan of WestPlains, including filings related to the public participation process associated with the draft 1999 Integrated Resource Plan.

B. On September 18, 2000, WestPlains filed its Motion to Close Public Participation Docket.  In the motion WestPlains states that it noticed and conducted two public participation meetings, one in Pueblo, Colorado and one in Denver, Colorado.  On March 24, 2000, WestPlains filed with the Commission a report on the public participation process, including summaries of the agendas and discussions held, list of attendees, and copies of all materials distributed.  No comments were filed by any intervenor.  WestPlains finally notes that concurrently with the filing of this motion WestPlains is filing an application for approval of its 1999 final Integrated Resource Plan.  The final Integrated Resource Plan has been developed after consideration of information and comments received during the public participation process.  Therefore WestPlains seeks an order of the Commission closing the public participation docket.

C. No response to the motion was filed.  Good grounds having been shown the motion should be granted.  Any further activity with respect to WestPlains’ 1999 Integrated Resource Planning will take place in the docket established for consideration of the 1999 final Integrated Resource Plan.

D. In accordance with § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order.

II. ORDER

E. The Commission Orders That:

1. Docket No. 99A-520E, being a docket to consider the public participation for the 1999 draft Integrated Resource Plan of WestPlains Energy, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc., is closed.

2. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

3. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

4. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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