Decision No. R00-1090-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-382T

reanet corporation’s application for operating authority in areas served by centurytel of eagle; columbine TELEPHONE company; delta county tele-com, inc.; farmer’s telephone company; nucla-naturita telephone company; and rye TELEPHONE company.

interim order of
administrative law Judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
granting petition to intervene

Mailed Date:  September 28, 2000

I. STATEMENT

A. On September 22, 2000, Delta County Tele-Com, Inc. (“Delta”), filed its Petition to Intervene.  As grounds for the motion Delta states that it is a local exchange carrier providing basic local exchange in territory which is subject to this application.  It notes that its intervention is untimely.  Delta originally sought to have its interests represented through the Colorado Telecommunications Association (“CTA”).  However, CTA’s attempt to represent Delta was denied in Decision No. R00-1033-I, September 15, 2000.

B. On September 26, 2000, Applicant REANET Corporation (“REANET”) filed its Motion to Strike the Petition.  The motion will be construed as a response to the petition.
  For the reasons set forth below the petition should be granted.

C. REANET does not challenge that Delta has standing to participate in this proceeding.  Rather, it challenges the timeliness of the petition.  REANET suggests that Delta has been dilatory in filing the petition, once it became clear that the CTA would not be able to represent Delta.

D. The scope of CTA’s representation in this proceeding was not clarified until September 15, 2000 by the issuance of Decision No. R00-1033-I.  Prior decisions of this Commission were unclear as to the status and type of representation that CTA could offer in a proceeding such as this.  Delta’s petition is a reasonably prompt response to that decision.  Since the status of CTA’s representation was unclear, the petition states good grounds for the untimeliness and it should be granted based on Delta’s overlapping service territory.

E. REANET raises the question of discovery, which it served on the other intervenors on September 11, 2000.  REANET  claims it will be hindered if it cannot complete discovery from Delta as well.  Therefore the Commission’s discovery response time, which is normally ten days, will be shortened to seven days should REANET choose to serve discovery on Delta.  This shortened response time applies to Delta only.  This will allow for discovery to be served and responded to prior to the October 17, 2000 hearing.

II. order

F. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Petition to Intervene filed September 22, 2000 by Delta County Tele-Com, Inc., is granted.

2. Delta County Tele-Com, Inc., shall respond to any discovery served on it by the Applicant REANET Corporation within seven days.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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� The appropriate way to respond to a petition to intervene is by filing a response.  See Decision No. R00-1033-I, footnote 1.
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