Decision No. R00-1060

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00C-314T

IN THE MATTER OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.’S 1999 SERVICE QUALITY BILL CREDIT COMPLIANCE FILINGS AND BILL CREDIT FOR INTEREST ACCRUED BEFORE PRICE REDUCTION ASSOCIATED WITH THE HIGH COST SUPPORT MECHANISM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DOCKET NO. 97A-540T STIPULATION AND SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.

recommended decision OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
DALE E. ISLEY
approving stipulation and
settlement agreement and
vacating hearing

Mailed Date:  September 26, 2000

I. statement, findings, and conclusions

A. On June 9, 2000, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) initiated the captioned proceeding by issuing an Order to Show Cause and Notice of Hearing (“Show Cause Order”) to Respondent, Qwest Corporation, formerly known as U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“Qwest”).
  

This proceeding was commenced for the purpose of resolving certain disputes between Qwest, the Staff of the Commission (“Staff”), and the Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) relating to the Service Quality Bill Credit Compliance Filing 

made by Qwest on March 31, 2000, under the terms of the Docket No. 97A-540T Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (“540T Stipulation”) and Advice Letter Filing No. 2820, also made by Qwest on March 31, 2000.  The specific nature of these disputes is fully described in the Show Cause Order.

B. Timely interventions were filed in this proceeding by Staff and the OCC. 

C. The Show Cause Order originally set the matter for hearing on August 7, 2000.  However, that hearing date was vacated and the matter was rescheduled for hearing on September 15, 2000.
  Subsequent procedural orders extended the time for the filing of witness and exhibit lists by Staff and the OCC in order to accommodate settlement discussions.

D. The parties filed their joint Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (“Stipulation”) on September 11, 2000, and their Joint Motion for Approval of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (“Motion”) on September 13, 2000.  Upon receipt of the Motion the undersigned advised the parties orally that it would not be necessary to conduct a hearing in connection with the Stipulation.  Accordingly, the September 15, 2000, hearing date was vacated.

E. The Stipulation, a copy of which is attached to and made a part of this recommended decision, resolves all outstanding issues in this docket.  These include the effective date of the 540T Stipulation for the purpose of calculating bill credits arising from Qwest’s 1999 Service Quality Bill Credit Compliance Filing and for the purpose of calculating bill credits for interest accrued in connection with the High Cost Support Mechanism Charge; required documentation to be submitted by Qwest in connection with proposed exclusions under 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2-22.1; and applicable procedures for filing applications for waivers with respect to orders held over 150 days.

F. It is found and concluded that the Stipulation is just, reasonable, and in the public interest.

G. In accordance with § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order.

II. order

H. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Joint Motion for Approval of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement filed on September 13, 2000, is granted.

2. The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement filed on September 11, 2000, is accepted and approved without modification.  The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, a copy of which is attached hereto as Appendix A, is incorporated into this Order as if fully set forth herein.

3. Qwest Corporation, formerly known as U S WEST Communications, Inc., the Staff of the Commission, and the Office of Consumer Counsel shall comply with all provisions of the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.

4. The hearing of this matter, previously scheduled for September 15, 2000, is vacated.

5. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

6. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

7. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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� See, Decision No. C00-637.


� See, Decision No. R00-795-I.


� See, Decision Nos. R00-944-I, R00-970-I, and R00-999-I.
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