Decision No. R00-1000-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98P-240G

in the matter of the application of greeley gas company’s gas purchase plan for the period july 1, 1998 to june 30, 1999.

interim order of
administrative law judge
dale e. isley
granting Second joint motion
for extension of time

Mailed Date:  September 11, 2000

I. statement:

A. On September 7, 2000, Greeley Gas Company, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”), and the Staff of the Commission (“Staff”) filed a Joint Motion for an Extension of Time to File Settlement Agreement or, in the Alternative, Answer Testimony and Request for Waiver of Response Time (“Motion”) in the captioned proceeding.
  By this Motion, the parties seek a further extension of time, through and including October 2, 2000, to file a settlement agreement or, in the alternative, for the Staff and the OCC to file their answer testimony.
  Because all the parties to this proceeding have joined in the Motion, the parties also seek a waiver of the response time thereto.

B. As grounds for the Motion, the parties indicate that an agreement in principle has been reached for settlement of all outstanding issues in this matter but that they require some additional time to prepare a stipulation and settlement agreement.  In the event their Motion is granted, the parties state that either a comprehensive stipulation and settlement agreement or answer testimony from the Staff and the OCC will be filed no later than October 2, 2000.  

C. The Commission has a strong policy favoring settlement of proceedings pending before it.  Therefore, the Motion will be granted.  The fact that this Order extends the subject filing deadline by over three weeks should provide the parties ample time to prepare a settlement agreement or their answer testimony.  Therefore, absent truly extraordinary circumstances, no further extensions of time will be granted.

ORDER

D. It is Ordered That:

1. The Joint Motion for an Extension of Time to File Settlement Agreement or, in the Alternative, Answer Testimony and Request for Waiver of Response Time filed by Greeley Gas Company, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, and the Staff of the Commission is granted.

2. The parties shall file a stipulation and settlement agreement resolving all issues in this matter on or before October 2, 2000.  In the event such a stipulation and settlement agreement is not so filed, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel and the Staff of the Commission shall file their answer testimony on that date.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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� The Motion was not executed by counsel for Staff or the OCC.  However, it contains a representation from Greeley Gas Company’s counsel that he has been authorized to sign the Motion on behalf of these parties.


� The parties’ prior motion for an extension of time for the Staff and the OCC to file their answer testimony from August 28, 2000 to September 8, 2000, was granted in Decision No. R00-949-I.
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