Decision No. R00-975-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00K-255T

docket no. 00a-174t

in the matter of western wireless holding co., inc.’s application for designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier pursuant to 4 ccr 723-42-7.

docket no. 00a-171t

in the matter of the application of western wireless holding co., inc. for designation as an eligible telecommunications provider pursuant to 4 ccr 723-42-8.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
vacating and resetting hearing

Mailed Date:  September 5, 2000

I. statement

On August 31, 2000, a conference call was held between the Administrative Law Judge, and counsel for the Applicant Western Wireless Holding Company, Inc., as well as Intervenors Colorado Telecommunications Association, Inc., Qwest Corporation, and the Office of Consumer Counsel.
  The parties 

jointly requested that the hearing in this matter currently scheduled for September 6 and 7, 2000 be vacated and rescheduled for September 18 and 19, 2000.  As grounds for the request the parties stated that they had been conducting intensive negotiations and that a settlement of most if not all issues appeared likely, if the parties were able to use additional time next week conducting settlement negotiations.  Therefore the parties sought time to negotiate and file a stipulation by September 13, 2000.

A. The Commission has a strong policy of encouraging negotiated settlements.  A brief continuance in this matter is warranted.  The hearing will be rescheduled for September 18 and 19, 2000, and the matter will be heard at that time unless a stipulation is filed on or before September 13, 2000.  If the stipulation is filed on or before that date, further procedural orders may issue.

B. As part and parcel of the vacating of the hearing, two motions filed by the Colorado Telecommunications Association, Inc., will be held in abeyance.

order

C. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing in this matter scheduled for September 6 and 7, 2000, is vacated.  The hearing is rescheduled as follows:

DATE:
September 18 and 19, 2000

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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________________________________
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� Staff, also a party, was not represented at the conference call.  However, it was indicated that Staff had concurred in the proposal that was made.
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