Decision No. R00-943-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-201T

in the matter of the application of u s west communications, inc., for the COMMISSION to open an investigatory docket to eliminate on an expedited basis the requirement that u s west impute switched access rates into the price floor of its intralata long distance service.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
modifying procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  August 29, 2000

I. statement

On August 22, 2000, Qwest Corporation, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc., WorldCom, Inc., and McLeodUSA Telecommunications, Services, Inc. (“Movants”), filed their Joint Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule, Request for Waiver of Response Time, and for Expedited Treatment.  By this motion the Movants seek modification of the procedural schedule currently in effect in this proceeding.  The Movants state that negotiations are currently underway.  The parties have met in person since the previous Motion for 

Continuance was granted.  A new settlement proposal which requires detailed analysis by the parties has been presented, and the parties would like additional time to deal with this without having to be concerned with outstanding discovery.  The parties seek to temporarily extend discovery objections, responses, and motions to give settlement the best chance of success.  Therefore the Movants seek to modify the existing procedural schedule to maintain the currently existing hearing date but to extend the discovery deadlines.  Movants state that altering the procedural schedule will be in conformance with the Commission’s policy of encouraging negotiated settlements.  The parties further seek waiver of response time since there is no opposition to the motion.

A. Response time to the motion will be waived.  Good grounds having been shown the motion should be granted.

B. On August 14, 2000 Sprint Communications Company L.P. filed its Motion to Withdraw.  Sprint seeks to withdraw from this proceeding due to resource constraints.  The request should be granted.

order

C. It Is Ordered That:

1. The existing procedural schedule is modified.  A modified procedural schedule is adopted as set forth below:

DATE




Event
10-3-2000



Qwest rebuttal and intervenor 
 




cross answer testimony and 
 




exhibits due by 2:00 p.m. by 
 




hand delivery or fax.

9-29-2000



General discovery cutoff 
 




which the parties must serve 
 




by 2:00 p.m. by hand delivery 
 




or fax.  Notwithstanding this 
 




deadline, written discovery 
 




that meets the following 
 




criteria may be served by 
 




2:00 p.m. on 10-6-00:  
 




(1) Subject matter is limited 
 




to the specifics of the 
 




rebuttal and/or cross answer 
 




testimony; and (2) A party 
 




can only serve one round of 
 




data requests limited to 
 




30 data requests to each 
 




party.

10-6-00



Discovery objections to any 
 




discovery served on 9-29-00 
 




due by 2:00 p.m. by hand 
 




delivery or fax.  
 




Notwithstanding this 
 




deadline, the deadline for 
 




discovery objections will be 
 




10-13-00 for the written 
 




discovery that can be served 
 




by 2:00 p.m. on 10-6-00.

10-11-00



Discovery responses to any 
 




discovery served on 9-29-00 
 




due by 2:00 p.m. by hand 
 




delivery or fax.  
 




Notwithstanding this 
 




deadline, the deadline for 
 




discovery responses will be 
 




10-16-00 for the written 
 




discovery that can be served 
 




by 2:00 p.m. on 10-6-00.

2. The filing and/or service for all deadlines above must be made by 2:00 p.m. by hand delivery or fax.

3. Sprint Communications Company L.P. is dismissed from this proceeding.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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