Decision No. R00-867-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00K-173T

docket no. 00s-172t

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by phillips county telephone company with advice letter no. 50.

docket No. 00M-112t

re:  the request for waiver of 4 ccr 723-27-20 filed by phillips county telephone company, with advice letter no. 50.

INTERIM ORDER OF
Administrative law judge
DALE E. ISLEY
GRANTING MOTION TO VACATE
PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

Mailed Date:  August 9, 2000

I. statement

A. On August 3, 2000, Phillips County Telephone Company (“Phillips”) filed a Motion to Vacate Procedural Schedule to Accommodate Consideration of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (“Motion”) in the captioned proceeding. 

B. In support of the Motion, Phillips states that the parties have reached a settlement resolving all outstanding issues.  It requests, for itself and on behalf of all other parties, that the current procedural schedule be vacated and modified to allow for the preparation and filing of a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (“Stipulation”) and, if necessary, a hearing in connection with the same.  The requested procedural modifications would result in vacating the currently scheduled August 3, 2000, deadline for filing rebuttal and cross-answer testimony; vacating the currently scheduled August 10, 2000 hearing date; imposing a deadline of August 10, 2000 for the filing of a Settlement Agreement; and retaining the currently scheduled August 18, 2000 hearing date for the purpose of presenting testimony in support of the Settlement Agreement.

C. Phillips also requests that the case be held in abeyance so that if the Stipulation is rejected (or substantially modified over the objection of any party) the matter could proceed to hearing as originally filed.  In that event, Phillips further requests that a status conference be held for the purpose of establishing new dates for the filing of rebuttal and cross-answer testimony, setting new hearing dates, considering extending the ultimate deadline for the issuance of a final Commission order, and addressing any other relevant matter.

D. Good grounds having been shown, the Motion will be granted consistent with the terms of this Order.

order

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Vacate Procedural Schedule to Accommodate Consideration of Stipulation and Settlement Agreement filed by Phillips County Telephone Company is granted.

2. The current August 3, 2000, deadline for filing rebuttal and cross-answer testimony is vacated.

3. The currently scheduled August 10, 2000 hearing date is vacated.

4. The parties shall file a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement resolving all outstanding issues on or before August 10, 2000.

5. A hearing for the purpose of presenting testimony in support of the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement shall be held on August 18, 2000, at the offices of the Commission, Office Level 2, 1580 Logan Street, Denver, Colorado, commencing at 9:00 a.m.

6. In the event the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement is rejected or substantially modified over the objection of any party, a forthwith status conference will be held for the purpose of establishing new dates for the filing of rebuttal and cross-answer testimony, setting new hearing dates, considering extending the ultimate deadline for the issuance of a final Commission order, and addressing any other relevant matter.

7. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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