Decision No. R00-819-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-206G

in the matter of the application of public service company of colorado for an order authorizing it to abandon the leyden underground natural gas storage facility and approving its proposed plan to decomission and shut down the facility.

interim order of
administrative Law Judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
continuing hearing and
modifying procedural schedule

Mailed Date:  July 27, 2000

I. STATEMENT

On July 25, 2000, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) filed its Unopposed Motion to Continue Hearing and For Modification of Procedural Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time.  By this motion Public Service seeks an order of the Commission vacating the hearing in this matter currently scheduled for September 12 and 13, 2000 and extending the deadlines for the filing of testimony.  As grounds for the motion Public Service states that the Commission has previously determined that a component of this application is whether or not Public Service has a plan in effect which will 

ensure an adequate replacement supply of gas for Public Service’s customers in the future.  Elements of the plan to replace the gas and peaking supply provided by Leyden will be part of Public Service’s case-in-chief.  Public Service notes that it represented at the prehearing conference that certain negotiations for the replacement of the Leyden facility were expected to be finalized imminently, but that due to unforeseen circumstances the agreements will not be finalized until mid August.  Thus Public Service’s plans to replace Leyden will not be finalized for five or six more weeks.  Public Service has been served with discovery on this issue and is unable to provide responses due the unresolved nature of the replacement.  Therefore Public Service proposes to continue the hearing until October 24 and 25, 2000, with a concomitant extension of time for testimony to be filed.  It is further represented that no party to the proceeding opposes the motion.

A. Since the motion is unopposed response time will be waived.  Good grounds having been shown the motion should be granted and the procedural schedule modified as suggested in the motion.

order

B. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing in this matter currently scheduled for September 12 and 13, 2000, is vacated.  A hearing will be held as follows:

DATES:
October 24 and 25, 2000

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. The deadlines for the filing of testimony are extended.  Intervenor answer testimony shall be due September 12, 2000.  Public Service Company of Colorado rebuttal testimony and Intervenor cross-answer testimony shall be due October 10, 2000.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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