Decision No. R00-813-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-067E

in the matter of the application of public service company of colorado for an order determining that the transmission system it uses is capable of delivering electric power to its colorado customers through, at a minimum, 2005 and that investment, both existing and anticipated, in the transmission system is adequate.

INTERIM ORDER OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
DALE E. ISLEY
RELATING TO EXTRAORDINARY
CONFIDENTAL TESTIMONY
Mailed Date:  July 25, 2000

I. STATEMENT

A. During the course of the hearing held in the referenced proceeding, the undersigned ordered that certain testimony presented by witnesses Charles W. Rhodes and P. B. Schechter be afforded extraordinary confidential protection.  The order provided that such testimony was to be heard and viewed (in transcribed form) by only the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”), the Commission’s Staff (“Staff”), and the Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”).  Pursuant to normal procedures regarding the handling of confidential information, the court reporters assigned to the proceeding were to excise such confidential testimony from the official transcript of the hearing and file the same with the Commission under separate, sealed cover.  This confidential testimony was also to be deleted from any copies of the hearing transcript provided to parties other than the Commission, the Staff, and the OCC.

B. It has recently come to the attention of the undersigned that the confidential portion of Mr. Schechter’s testimony was not excised from the official hearing transcript, nor was it filed under seal.  Instead, the official hearing transcript, while identifying that portion of Mr. Schechter’s testimony as confidential, contains such testimony.
  It is likely, therefore, that the copies of the hearing transcript provided to all parties also contain this confidential testimony.

C. The confidential portion of Mr. Rhodes’ testimony was removed from the official hearing transcript and was filed with the Commission under separate, sealed cover.
  However, it is believed that the copies of the hearing transcript provided to all parties may contain this confidential testimony.

D. The purpose of this Order is:  (1) to instruct the court reporters assigned to this proceeding to immediately excise the confidential portion of Mr. Schechter’s testimony from the official hearing transcript and to file the same under separate, sealed cover; (2) to instruct all parties and/or their counsel (other than the Commission, the Staff, and the OCC) who received the above described confidential testimony to immediately remove the same from their respective copies of the hearing transcript and to file it with the Commission; and (3) to advise all parties and/or their counsel (other than the Commission, the Staff, and the OCC) who received the above described confidential testimony that they may not use, disclose, retain, reproduce, or distribute such confidential testimony to any third party.

II. ORDER

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. The court reporters assigned to this proceeding shall immediately excise the confidential portion of Mr. Schechter’s testimony from the official hearing transcript and file the same with the Commission under separate, sealed cover.

2. All parties and/or their counsel (other than the Commission, the Staff, and the OCC) who received the confidential testimony of Mr. Schechter or Mr. Rhodes shall immediately remove the same from their respective copies of the hearing transcript and file it with the Commission.

3. All parties and/or their counsel (other than the Commission, the Staff, and the OCC) who received the confidential testimony of Mr. Schechter or Mr. Rhodes are advised that they may not use, disclose, retain, reproduce, or distribute such confidential testimony to any third party.

4. This Order is effective immediately.
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� Mr. Schechter’s confidential testimony is found at pages 15 through 24 of the hearing transcript for July 13, 2000.


� Mr. Rhodes’ confidential testimony is found at pages 29 through 32 of the hearing transcript for July 12, 2000.
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