Decision No. R00-677-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. OOK-173T

docket no. 00s-172t

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by phillips county telephone company with advice letter no. 50.

docket no. 00m-112t

re:  the request for waiver of 4 ccr 723-27-20 filed by phillips county telephone company, with advice letter no. 50.

INTERIM ORDER OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
DALE E. ISLEY
vacating and re-setting
hearing and modifying procedures

Mailed Date:  June 23, 2000

I. STATEMENT

A.
On June 19, 2000, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”) filed a Motion to Vacate Hearing Dates and to Establish New Procedural Schedule (“Motion to Re-schedule”) and Motion to Waive or to Shorten Response Time (“Motion to Waive”) in the captioned matter.  The Motion to Re-schedule seeks to vacate the current July 27 and 28, 2000 hearing dates and to reschedule the hearing to August 10 and 11, 2000; and, further, to modify the procedural schedule in connection with Intervenors’ answer testimony and exhibits, Applicant Phillips County Telephone Company’s rebuttal testimony and exhibits, and Intervenors’ cross-answer testimony and exhibits.  The Motion to Waive seeks either a waiver or a shortening of the response time to the Motion to Re-schedule.

B.
In support of the Motion to Re-schedule, Staff states that its primary witness is unavailable on the current July 27 and 28 hearing dates.  In addition, Staff indicates that it has been required to secure substitute counsel in this matter due to the recent resignation of its prior counsel from the Colorado Attorney General’s Office.  Substitute counsel’s schedule, as well as the schedules of various other members of the litigation staff, will not accommodate the preparation and filing of answer or cross-answer testimony and exhibits in accordance with the current procedural schedule.

C.
Consultation with counsel for Applicant, Phillips County Telephone Company (“Phillips”), and the remaining Intervenor, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”), reveals that neither they nor their respective clients object to the Motion to Re-schedule.  Accordingly, the Motion to Waive will be granted.

D.
While the undersigned Administrative Law Judge is available for a rescheduled hearing on August 10, 2000, he is currently unavailable on August 11, 2000. Consultation between the undersigned and the parties’ counsel indicate that they and their respective clients are available for an additional day of hearing on August 18, 2000.  Accordingly, the current July 27 and 28, 2000 hearing dates will be vacated and the matter will be rescheduled for hearing on August 10 and 18, 2000.  The public hearing scheduled for July 24, 2000 in Holyoke, Colorado will proceed as scheduled.

E.
The current procedural schedule for the filing of rebuttal, answer and cross-answer testimony and exhibits will be modified as follows:  Staff and the OCC shall file their answer testimony, in question and answer format, on or before July 13, 2000; Phillips may file any desired rebuttal testimony, in question and answer format, on or before July 31, 2000; and Staff and the OCC may file any desired cross-answer testimony, in question and answer format, on or before July 31, 2000.

F.
In order to meet the time deadlines imposed by § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the following additional procedures will apply to this proceeding:

Any desired post-hearing statements of position will be simultaneously filed by the parties on or before August 25, 2000.

Absent truly extraordinary circumstances, no extensions of time will be granted for the filing of exceptions to the recommended decision entered in this proceeding.

The response time to any exceptions so filed shall be shortened to seven calendar days.

Absent truly extraordinary circumstances, no further requests for continuance of the hearing of this matter will be entertained.

II. ORDER

A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Vacate Hearing Dates and to Establish New Procedural Schedule and Motion to Waive or to Shorten Response Time filed by Staff of the Public Utilities Commission on June 19, 2000, is granted, consistent with the terms of this Order.

2. The hearing of this matter, currently scheduled for July 27 and 28, 2000, is vacated.

3. This proceeding is rescheduled for hearing as follows:

DATES:
August 10 and 18, 2000

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room


1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2


Denver, Colorado 

4. Public testimony and comments in connection with this proceeding will be heard as follows:

DATE:
July 24, 2000

TIME:
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Community Room
 

Phillips County Courthouse
 

221 S. Interocean Avenue
 

Holyoke, Colorado

5. Staff of the Public Utilities Commission and the Office of Consumer Counsel shall file their answer testimony, in question and answer format, on or before July 13, 2000.  Phillips County Telephone Company may file any desired rebuttal testimony, in question and answer format, on or before July 31, 2000.  Staff of the Public Utilities Commission and the Office of Consumer Counsel may file any desired cross-answer testimony, in question and answer format, on or before July 31, 2000.

6. All parties to this proceeding shall file any desired post-hearing statements of position on or before August 25, 2000.

7. Absent truly extraordinary circumstances, no extensions of time will be granted for the filing of exceptions in this proceeding.

8. The response time to any exceptions filed in this proceeding shall be shortened to seven calendar days.

9. Absent truly extraordinary circumstances, no further requests for continuance of the hearing of this matter will be entertained.

10. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
________________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director

g:\ORDER\173T.DOC



6

