Decision No. R00-618-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-067E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER DETERMINING THAT THE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM IT USES IS CAPABLE OF DELIVERING ELECTRIC POWER TO ITS COLORADO CUSTOMERS THROUGH, AT A MINIMUM, 2005 AND THAT INVESTMENT, BOTH EXISTING AND ANTICIPATED, IN THE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM IS ADEQUATE.
interim Order of
administrative law judge
dale e. isley
vacating and re-setting hearing
and modifying procedural
schedule, in part
Mailed Date:  June 8, 2000

I. statement

A. This proceeding is currently scheduled for hearing on June 12-16, 2000.  See, Decision No. R00-193-I, dated February 25, 2000.

B. On June 2, 2000, Public Service Company of Colorado (“PSCO”) filed its Motion for Permission to File Late Exhibit (“Motion”) in this matter.  The Motion requests permission to late-file an exhibit dealing with one of the issues addressed in Decision No. R00-193-I; specifically, PSCO’s ability to absorb and deliver the resource additions identified on the “short list” of bidders in connection with its 1999 IRP and the location and cost of the actual upgrades necessary to accept power from such bidders.
  

C. Under the provisions of Decision No. R00-193-I, information pertaining to the short list bidder issues were to be contained in PSCO’s Rebuttal Testimony which was filed on June 2, 2000.  However, PSCO states that unanticipated and overwhelming bidder response to its resource solicitation has precluded it from completing an evaluation of the bids received and, therefore, determining the “short list” of bidders.  Until such bidders are determined, PSCO states that it is unable to provide information concerning the short list bidder issues as required by Decision No. R00-193-I.

On June 6, 2000, a series of telephone conferences were held between the undersigned and counsel for PSCO, the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”), the City and County of Denver (“Denver”), the Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”), Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (“Tri-State”), and the Colorado Independent Energy Association (“CIEA”).  At that time these parties requested that the hearing of this matter be continued until July 10-14, 2000, in order to 

0afford PSCO sufficient time to determine the “short list” of bidders, provide the parties with supplemental testimony and exhibits relating to the short list bidder issues, and allow other parties an opportunity to conduct discovery as to those issues prior to hearing. As further grounds for the requested continuance, Denver indicated that a medical emergency involving a family member of one of its expert witnesses will likely preclude that witness from attending hearings conducted between June 12 and 16. 

D. The request for continuance will be granted and the procedural schedule previously established in this matter will be modified, in part.  Granting PSCO additional time to determine the “short list” of bidders and to provide the parties with supplemental testimony and exhibits relating to the short list bidder issues is necessary in order to provide the Commission with a comprehensive record of all issues identified in Decision No. R00-193-I.  In this regard, PSCO will, on or before June 19, 2000, file with the Commission and serve on all parties supplemental testimony and exhibits pertaining to the short list bidder issues.
  

E. In order to facilitate completion of the hearing in the time allotted as well as the subsequent issuance of a prompt decision in this docket, the following additional procedural requirements will be imposed: (1) on or before June 30, 2000, all parties will file with the Commission and serve on all other parties a pleading that identifies and provides the legal basis for any objections to the authenticity or admissibility of any exhibits or written testimony filed in this matter by any other party; and (b) all parties will be required to file any desired statements of position within seven calendar days after the conclusion of the hearing.  No further requests for continuance of the hearing will be entertained.

F. The terms of this Order render the relief requested by the Motion moot.

II.
ORDER
A.
It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing of this matter, currently scheduled for June 12-16, 2000, is vacated.  The matter is re-scheduled for hearing as follows:

DATE:
July 10-14, 2000

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room



1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2



Denver, Colorado

2. On or before June 19, 2000, Public Service Company of Colorado shall file with the Commission and serve on all parties supplemental testimony and exhibits pertaining to the short list bidder issues.  Filing and service shall be accomplished as described in Section I, Paragraph E, Footnote 2 of this Order.

3. On or before June 30, 2000, all parties will file with the Commission and serve on all other parties a pleading that identifies and provides the legal basis for any objections to the authenticity or admissibility of any exhibits or written testimony filed in this matter by any other party.

4. Any desired post-hearing statements of position will be filed no later than seven calendar days after the conclusion of the hearing of this matter.

5. The Motion for Permission to File Late Exhibit filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on June 2, 2000, is denied as moot.

6. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



DALE E. ISLEY
________________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� Although this was the specific issue identified by PSCO in its Motion, a number of other issues outlined in Decision No. R00-193-I also involve PSCO’s determination of the “short list” of bidders in connection with its 1999 IRP resource solicitation.  See, for example, Issue Nos. 3,4,6,7,9 and 10 at pages 8 and 9 of Decision No. R00-193-I.  These issues are collectively referred to in this Order as the “short list bidder issues”.


� PSCO0 shall cause to have a copy of such testimony and exhibits hand delivered to all parties located within the Denver Metropolitan Area as well as to the offices of Denver’s expert, R. W. Beck, Inc., 1125 Seventeenth Street, Suite 1900, Denver, Colorado 80202, prior to 5:00 p.m. on June 19, 2000.
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