Decision No. R00-572-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-520E

in the matter OF the request of westplains energy, a DIVISION of utilicorp united inc., to open a docket for filing its 1999 draft integrated resource plan.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
shortening response time

Mailed Date:  May 24, 2000

I. statement

A. On May 23, 2000, WestPlains Energy, a division of UtiliCorp United Inc. (“WestPlains”), filed its Motion to Approve Nomination of a Third Party Overseer and to Shorten Response Time.  By this motion WestPlains seeks a Commission order approving the nomination of Burns & McDonnell Energy Company, Inc., of Kansas City, Missouri as third party overseer to monitor the evaluation and modeling of bids received by WestPlains as part of the competitive resource acquisition process under the Integrated Resource Plan Rules.  WestPlains seeks to have a third party overseer named in order to allow WestPlains to submit its own bid on the requests for proposals (“RFPs”) for resources.  WestPlains further desires to issue the RFP on June 2, 2000.  Therefore it seeks expedited responses to the motion and an expedited ruling from the Commission.

B. Response time to the motion will be shortened.  Any responses to the motion shall be due by May 26, 2000.

II. order

C. It Is Ordered That:

1. Responses to the Motion to Approve Nomination of a Third Party Overseer filed May 23, 2000 shall be due May 26, 2000.

2. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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________________________________
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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