Decision No. R00-419-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00K-068T

CONSOLIDATED PROCEEDINGS re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by delta COUNTY tele-comm, inc., with advice letter no. 90; THE REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY WAIVER OF 4 CCR 723-27-20.1 FILED BY delta COUNTY tele-comm, inc.; AND THE REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY WAIVER OF 4 CCR 723-41-18.6.1.4 FILED BY delta COUNTY tele-comm, inc..

INTERIM ORDER OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
VACATING HEARING AND ESTABLISHING
NEW PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

Mailed Date:  April 24, 2000

I. STATEMENT

A. On April 19, 2000, Delta County Tele-Comm, Inc. (“Delta”), the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”), and the Trial Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission filed their Joint Motion to Vacate Procedural Schedule, to Establish Notice Procedure, and to Establish Revised Procedural Dates.  By this motion the parties seek to have the currently scheduled hearing dates vacated and a new procedural schedule established.

B. As grounds for the motion it is stated that Delta and the OCC have reached a settlement in principal of all outstanding issues in this docket.  That settlement includes a resolution of this rate case, the adoption of a simplified form of regulation under § 40-15-203.5, C.R.S., and possibly the adoption of a specific form of price regulation under § 40-15-503(2)(d), C.R.S.  Thus the additional terms of the stipulation will require additional notice.  The parties suggest that a revised procedural schedule will allow all parties to review the stipulation.  In order to accommodate the notice requirements, Delta has agreed to file an amended advice letter which will allow an additional 75 days for the consideration of all issues in this proceeding, including the settlement agreement.

C. The request should be granted.  The Commission strongly encourages negotiated settlements to contested proceedings.  The rates continue to be suspended and are subject to true-up in accordance with previous Commission decisions.  Therefore allowing additional time for consideration will not work a hardship on any ratepayers.

D. The procedural schedule suggested in the motion is adopted and set forth in the order below, including a change in the hearing date at Staff’s request.

order

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing in this matter currently scheduled for May 9, 10, and 11, 2000 is vacated.  A new procedural schedule is set forth as follows:

Event






Date
Written Settlement Agreement


May 1, 2000
  filed

New Notice published



May 1, 2000

Notice period ends




June 1, 2000

Additional testimony in support 
  of settlement due




June 5, 2000

Answer testimony on the settlement
  due






July 10, 2000

Evidentiary hearing 



August 15-17,








  2000

2. The evidentiary hearing will be held in a Commission hearing room at 1580 Logan Street, OL-2, Denver, Colorado.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________


Administrative Law Judge
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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