Decision No. R00-277-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-608T

in the matter of the application of mci worldcom inc. and sprint corporation for approval to transfer control of sprint corporation’s colorado operating subsidiaries to mci worldcom inc.

interim order of 
administrative law judge
dale e. isley
granting motion to vacate
hearing and set filing
schedule; and referring
proceeding back to full
commission for disposition

Mailed Date:  March 17, 2000

I. statement

A.
On February 9, 2000, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) issued its Decision No. C00-130 assigning the captioned matter to an Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”).  This decision instructed the ALJ to conduct a prehearing conference to determine whether an evidentiary hearing had been requested by the parties and to establish an appropriate procedure for the case.  If no evidentiary hearing was being requested, Decision No. C00-130 instructed the ALJ to refer this proceeding back to the full Commission for disposition.  The hearing of this matter is currently scheduled for March 27, 2000.

B.
A prehearing conference was held on February 29, 2000 and on March 2, 2000 the undersigned issued Decision No. R00-206-I.  This decision established a discovery schedule and set a second, conditional prehearing conference for March 16, 2000. The discovery schedule was designed, in large part, to accommodate the request of Intervenor, SBC Communications, Inc. (“SBC”), to conduct discovery for the purpose of determining whether, in its opinion, an evidentiary hearing was necessary.  Subsequently, on March 8, 2000, the undersigned issued Decision No. R00-234-I clarifying the discovery schedule.

C.
On March 15, 2000, Applicants, MCI WorldCom, Inc. (“MCI”), and Sprint Corporation (“Sprint”), and Intervenors, SBC, and the Telecommunications Resellers Association (“TRA”), filed their Joint Motion to Vacate Hearing and Set Filing Schedule (“Motion”).  By this Motion, all the parties to this proceeding request that:  (a) this application be referred back to the full Commission for disposition; (b) SBC and TRA be permitted to file written statements of position on or before March 28, 2000; (c) MCI and Sprint be permitted to file responsive written statements of position on or before April 17, 2000; (d) the March 16, 2000 prehearing conference be vacated; and (e) presuming that SBC and TRA are permitted to file written statements of position, the March 27, 2000 hearing date be vacated. 

D.
Implicit in the relief requested by the Motion is that all parties agree that the application should be determined on the basis of written submissions and that no evidentiary hearing is necessary.  As a result, the Motion will be granted.

II. order

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. Docket No. 99A-608T, being an application of MCI WorldCom, Inc., and Sprint Corporation for approval to transfer control of Sprint Corporation’s Colorado operating subsidiaries to MCI WorldCom, Inc., is hereby referred back to the full Commission for disposition.

2. The conditional prehearing conference previously scheduled in this matter for March 16, 2000 is vacated.

3. Intervenors, SBC Communications, Inc., and the Telecommunications Resellers Association, shall file any desired written statements of position relating to this proceeding on or before March 28, 2000.

4. Applicants, MCI WorldCom, Inc., and Sprint Corporation, shall file any desired written responsive statements of position relating to this proceeding on or before April 17, 2000. 

5. The hearing of this matter scheduled for March 27, 2000 is vacated.

6. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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