Decision No. R00-234-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-608T

in the matter of the application of mci worldcom inc. and sprint corporation for approval to transfer control of sprint corporation’s colorado operating subsidiaries to mci worldcom inc.

interim order of 
administrative law judge
dale e. isley
clarifying discovery schedule

Mailed Date:  March 8, 2000

I. statement

A. On March 2, 2000, the undersigned issued Decision No. R00-206-I which, among other things, established a discovery schedule in the captioned proceeding.  This expedited discovery schedule resulted from comments made by the parties at the prehearing conference held on February 29, 2000.  It was designed, in large part, to accommodate the request of Intervenor, SBC Communications, Inc. (“SBC”), to conduct discovery for the purpose of fulfilling the directives set forth in Commission Decision No. C00-130; i.e., determining whether an evidentiary hearing is necessary in connection with this matter. 

B. On March 6, 2000, the undersigned participated in a conference call with counsel for Applicant, MCI WorldCom, Inc. (“MCI”), and Intervenor, SBC.  He was advised at that time that some confusion existed concerning the applicability of the discovery schedule to Applicants.  Specifically, MCI was concerned that the schedule, if it applied strictly to Applicants, would effectively preclude discovery relating to issues raised by any prefilings submitted by Intervenors in the event this matter proceeds to hearing.

C. As a result of these concerns, the discovery schedule set forth in Decision No. R00-206-I should be clarified and, to a limited degree, expanded upon. This discovery schedule will apply to Applicants except with regard to certain additional, limited discovery they will be jointly authorized to conduct in connection with any prefilings made by Intervenors.  Such additional discovery will be limited to ten (10) discovery requests (without subparts) and shall relate only to the issues raised in Intervenors’ individual prefilings.  It must be delivered to the Intervenor to whom the discovery is directed on or before March 20, 2000, and Intervenors’ responses must be delivered to the Applicants on or before March 24, 2000.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The discovery schedule set forth in Decision No. R00-206-I shall apply to the Applicants in this proceeding except as specifically set forth in ordering paragraph no. 2 below.

2. In the event prefiled testimony and/or exhibits are filed by any Intervenor in this proceeding, Applicants are jointly authorized to submit up to ten (10) discovery requests (without subparts) to each such Intervenor.  Any such discovery must relate only to the issues raised in the Intervenor’s prefiled testimony and/or exhibits and must be delivered to the Intervenor to whom it is directed on or before March 20, 2000.  The Intervenor’s responses must be delivered to Applicants on or before March 24, 2000.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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� Since the matter is currently set for hearing on March 27, 2000, Intervenors’ prefiled testimony and exhibits would be due on March 17, 2000, pursuant to Rule 70(b)(8) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1-70(b)(8).
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