Decision No. C00-1463

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00S-422G

THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO WITH ADVICE NO. 566-GAS.

DECISION DENYING STAFF’S MOTION TO FILE LIMITED CROSS-ANSWER TESTIMONY AND EXHIBITS

Mailed Date:  December 22, 2000

Adopted Date:  December 20, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter is before the Commission for consideration of Commission Staff’s (“Staff”) motion to file cross-answer testimony regarding Home Builders Association of Metropolitan Denver’s (“HBA”) proposal that developers and homebuilders be allowed to control planning, design, and installation of main, trunk, and lateral gas lines (“HBA proposal”).  The motion states also that substantially all parties do not object, and asks for a waiver of response time.  We will waive response time and consider the merits of the motion.  

2. HBA’s proposal was the subject of a motion by Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) to strike testimony and exhibits.  The Commission issued an order granting Public Service’s motion on December 15, 2000.  Decision No. C00-1433.  Decision No. C00-1433 described HBA’s proposal as advocating “that developers and homebuilders be allowed to control planning, design, and installation of main, trunk, and lateral gas lines.”  Decision No. C00-1433 at ¶ 1.  At paragraph 5 the Commission wrote that the “HBA testimony and exhibits addressing the construction proposal will be stricken.”  

3. The Staff now asks to submit testimony “on the issue of the HBA proposal.”  Staff avers that it is unclear about which testimony was stricken.  The motion will be denied.  

4. To the extent Staff wishes to address the merits of the HBA proposal, the motion must be denied.  The issue was stricken because it is irrelevant to the primary focus of this docket:  Public Service’s revenue requirement.  There is no testimony to which Staff can respond; it was stricken.  To the extent Staff contemplates responding to HBA testimony touching on the calculation of the revenue requirement, that was due on December 19, 2000, and Staff has not presented any reasonable basis for not complying with that deadline.  The motion will be denied.  

ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. Commission Staff’s motion for leave to file cross-answer testimony regarding the construction proposal of Home Builders Association of Metropolitan Denver, as described above, is denied.  

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.  

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
December 20, 2000.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________
Commissioners

CHAIRMAN RAYMOND L. GIFFORD ABSENT.
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