Decision No. C00-1425

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-606E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR A DETERMINATION THAT NO CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY IS NECESSARY, OR IN THE ALTERNATIVE, FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 115 KV TRANSMISSION LINE FROM THE RIDGE CREST WIND PROJECT TO THE PEETZ SUBSTATION.

DECISION GRANTING REQUEST
FOR DECLARATORY RULING

Mailed Date:  December 15, 2000

Adopted Date:  December 13, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. On November 2, 2000, Applicant Public Service Company of Colorado (“PSCo”) filed an application for a determination that no certificate of public convenience and necessity (“CPCN”) is required, or in the alternative, for a CPCN to construct a 115 kV transmission line from the Ridge Crest Wind Project to PSCo’s Peetz Substation located near Peetz, Colorado.  In support of its request for a determination that no CPCN is required for this project, the Applicant states that construction of this transmission line to interconnect the Ridge Crest Wind Project to the Peetz substation can be construed by the Commission to be in the ordinary course of business because the Commission has already approved PSCo’s acquisition of 25 MW of wind source from this facility in Decision No. C00-1111.

2. This project involves construction of 2.1 miles of 115 kV transmission line from the Ridge Crest Wind Project Substation to the Peetz Substation and modification of the Peetz Substation.  The transmission line will be constructed north of County Road 72.  The existing Western Area Power Administration (“WAPA”) 115 kV transmission line from Sidney to Sterling, which is T-tapped to supply the existing 115 kV to 13.2 kV transformer, will be reconfigured to an “in and out” configuration.  The line will be sectionlized using two new motor operated 115 kV switches.  A 115 kV breaker will be added for the new radial 115 kV transmission line to the wind farm.  These motor operated switches and the breaker are required by WAPA.

3. To accommodate these additions, a new control building will be constructed and the substation site will be expanded.  The building will house a new Remote Terminal Unit, for Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition, a new battery, and relaying for the new 115 kV line to the wind farm.  A microwave tower and antenna will be installed in the substation for voice and data communications.  The 115 kV revenue metering will be installed on the new 115 kV line.

4. Under § 40-5-102, C.R.S., a public utility is required to obtain a CPCN from the Commission before it begins construction of a new facility, plant, system, or of any extension of its facility, plant, or system.  However, the statute exempts from CPCN requirements extensions necessary in the ordinary course of business.

5. The application states that construction of this transmission line is undertaken in the ordinary course of business as part of the acquisition of 25 MW of wind resource previously approved by the Commission in Decision No. C00-1111, and is not subject to CPCN requirements.  

II. FINDINGS

B. A CPCN is not required

Based on the information submitted by PSCo, the Commission concludes that construction of the Ridge Crest-Peetz 115 kV Transmission Line is necessary and in the ordinary course of business.  This finding is supported by the fact that the Commission previously approved acquisition of 25 MW of wind resource from the Ridge Crest Wind Project in Commission Decision No. C00-1111.  Additionally, the length of transmission facilities required is 2.1 miles with associated substation equipment.  These investments in infrastructure are not sufficient to require a CPCN

C. A hearing is not required

1. The Commission issued notice of the filing on November 7, 2000.  No requests for intervention were received.

2. The Commission finds the information submitted by the Applicant is complete and is sufficient to determine, without a hearing, a ruling that a CPCN is not required.  

III. ORDER

D. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado for a determination that a certificate of public convenience and necessity is not required for the Ridge Crest-Peetz 115 kV Transmission Line is granted.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

E. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
December 13, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________
Commissioners



( S E A L )
[image: image1.wmf]
ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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