Decision No. C00-1296

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-586E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF public service company of colorado FOR commission approval to lease certain assets pursuant to section 40-5-105 c.r.s.

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION GRANTING APPLICATION

Mailed Date:  November 17, 2000

Adopted Date:  November 8, 2000

I.
by the Commission

A. Statement

1. Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service” or “Company”), a Colorado corporation, filed with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) on October 20, 2000, a Verified Application seeking Commission approval to enter into a lease agreement in which certain real property located at Public Service’s Valmont and Arapahoe Generating Station will be leased to Black Hills Colorado LLC (“Black Hills”).

2. The Commission noticed this Application on October 27, 2000, allowing entities until November 1, 2000, to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, and setting this matter for hearing on January 5, 2000.

3. On October 31, 2000, the City and County of Denver, Colorado (“Denver”) filed a petition to intervene as a party in the proceeding.  Denver stated that it would participate as its interests required.  The motion did not request that the matter be set for hearing or specify the nature of Denver’s concerns or proposed participation. 

4. On November 8, 2000, the Commission deemed the application complete by minute entry.

B. Findings of Fact

5. Public Service is a Colorado corporation qualified to do business within the State of Colorado.  Its Restated Articles of Incorporation, as amended, have been filed with this Commission, and it is in good standing with the Colorado Secretary of State.  The Company provides electric and gas transmission and distribution utility service to customers in various areas in the State of Colorado.  

6. The Application seeks Commission approval for Public Service to enter into a lease agreement with Black Hills.  On July 7, 2000, Black Hills acquired Indeck Colorado (“Indeck”).  Indeck has submitted bids in response to Public Service’s January 28, 2000, request for proposal as part of the Public Service 1999 Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”).  The leasing of additional land at Public Service’s Valmont and Arapahoe Generation stations enhances Indeck/Black Hills’ ability to fulfill its proposed IRP bid obligations.

ii.
ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application of Public Service Company of Colorado to enter into a lease agreement with Black Hills LLC is granted.

2. The petition to intervene filed by the City and County of Denver is also granted.  However, as authorized in § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and consistent with provisions of Rule 24, the Commission, under its modified procedure, determined this matter without the necessity of a formal hearing.  

3. The January 5, 2001 hearing on this matter is  vacated.

4. This Decision and Order shall be effective on its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
November 8, 2000.
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