Decision No. C00-1244

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98M-236T

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COLORADO HIGH COST SUPPORT MECHANISM.
COMMISSION ORDER IMPLEMENTING THE
COLORADO HIGH COST SUPPORT MECHANISM and REVISING CERTAIN 2000 FUND PAYMENTS
Mailed Date:  November 6, 2000

Adopted Date:  November 1, 2000
I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement 

1. Decision No. C90-932 dated July 11, 1990, in Docket No. 89R-608T, the Commission adopted Rules Prescribing the Standard Procedures for Separating Telecommunications Property Costs, Revenues, Expenses, and Reserves for Access Charges for Small Local Exchange Telecommunications Service Providers and establishing the Colorado High Cost Fund (“CHCF”), codified at Part 2 of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-27.  On December 12, 1990, the Commission adopted a modification to the Rules.  Section 10-15-202, C.R.S., codified the CHCF and authorized Commission administration of the fund. 

2. Decision No. R00-1069 dated September 28, 2000, in Docket No. 00K-068T, established Delta County Tele-Comm, Inc.’s annual support from the High Cost Support Mechanism (“HCSM”) at $346,770.  Delta is entitled to this amount through the application of Part 2 of the Colorado HCSM Rule 4 CCR 723-41, and is subject to the standard phase down of the High Cost Support described in 4 CCR 723-41-18.6.1.2. The Commission granted a temporary waiver of 4 CCR 723-41-18.6.1.4 for the seven-year life of the current HCSM Support period for Delta County Tele-Comm, Inc., for any reduction in access rates due to the increase in access minutes.

3. Phillips County Telephone Company (“PCTC”) filed Advice Letter No. 50 seeking Commission approval for an increase in its basic local exchange telecommunications rates.  By Decision No. R00-916 dated August 24, 2000, the Commission granted PCTC a one-time “Bridge Payment” from the HSCM in the amount of $70,412.16 to help alleviate rate shock.  This payment will expire at the end of the 12 months following the effective date of October 1, 2000. Bridge Payments are permissible under the Commission’s Rules Prescribing the High Cost Support Mechanism and prescribing the Procedures for the Colorado High Cost Administration Fund, 4 CCR 723-41.

II. order

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
The Commission, pursuant to § 40-15-208(1), C.R.S., and Rule 18.6 of the Commission’s Rules Prescribing the High Cost Support Mechanism and Prescribing the Procedures for Administering the Colorado High Cost Administration Fund, codified at Part II of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-41, establishes that, beginning October 18, 2000 the revised amount for Delta County Tele-Comm. Inc., is $346,770 annually.  Payments are to begin in the fourth quarter of 2000.  The fourth quarter payment is $71,254. This amount is prorated because of the October 18, 2000 effective date.  The first, second, and third quarter payments of 2001 are $91,838.63 each with total payments equaling $346,770.  Payments are funded by the Colorado High Cost Administration Fund, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-41.

2.
Effective November 1, 2000, the Commission establishes a one-time “Bridge Payment” for Phillips County Telephone Company of $70,412.16.  The Bridge Payment is broken into four quarterly payments of $17,603.04, which are funded by the Colorado High Cost Administration Fund.

3.
The 20-day time period provided for by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day after the mailing of this Order.

4.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

November 1, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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