Decision No. C00-1155

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-561T

REGARDING NOTICE OF BONA FIDE REQUEST BY REANET CORPORATION FOR INTERCONNECTION, SERVICES, AND NETWORK ELEMENTS NECESSARY TO PROVIDE BASIC LOCAL EXCHANGE SERVICES IN THE SERVICE AREAS OF CENTURYTEL OF EAGLE, INC.; COLUMBINE TELEPHONE COMPANY; DELTA COUNTY TELECOM, INC.; FARMERS TELEPHONE COMPANY; NUCLA-NATURITA TELEPHONE COMPANY; and RYE TELEPHONE COMPANY.

PROCEDURAL ORDER AND ASSIGNMENT 
TO ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE

Mailed Date:  October 10, 2000

Adopted Date:  October 5, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission on the September 25, 2000, notice by REANET Corporation’s of its bona fide request for interconnection with:  Centurytel of Eagle, Inc.; Columbine Telephone Company; Delta County Telecom, Inc.; Farmers Telephone Company; Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company; and Rye Telephone Company.  We assign this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) for expedited proceedings.  

2. Pursuant to the Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("Act"), 47 U.S.C. § 251 et seq., incumbent local exchange carriers are obligated to unbundle network elements, interconnect with, resale at a discount to, and provide collocation to competitive local exchange carriers.  47 U.S.C. § 251(c).  Rural telecommunications carriers are exempt from this obligation until:  1) they receive bona fide requests for interconnection services or network elements; and 2) the state commission, determines that the requests are not unduly economically burdensome, are technically feasible, and are consistent with the Universal Services Fund programs.  47 U.S.C. § 251(f)(B).   The Commission must conduct an inquiry into terminating the exemption within 120 days of the notice.

3. The 120-day Act mandated timeline means these proceedings must be expedited.  To that end, the notice and intervention period shall be shortened to ten days.  Further, the Commission finds that due and timely execution of its functions imperatively and unavoidably require that this matter be assigned to an ALJ for hearing with an initial decision by the Commission.  § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S.  The ALJ shall set a prehearing conference as soon as possible and expedite these proceedings to have the full record, including transcripts, to the Commission at least 3 weeks before the close of the 120-day period.   As the rural providers named are necessary for a just determination of this matter, we will join them as indispensable parties.  

ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

4. The notice and intervention period is shortened to ten days.  

5. This matter is assigned to an Administrative Law Judge for further proceedings consistent with the above discussion.  

6. Centurytel of Eagle, Inc.; Columbine Telephone Company; Delta County Telecom, Inc.; Farmers Telephone Company; Nucla-Naturita Telephone Company; and Rye Telephone Company are joined as indispensable parties.  

7. The parties shall make provisions for the timely preparation of the transcript.  

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 5, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________

Commissioners

( S E A L )

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




Bruce N. Smith
Director
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