Decision No. C00-1116

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00M-553T

IN THE MATTER OF THE COLORADO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION ON ITS OWN MOTION, TO IMPLEMENT THOUSAND BLOCK NUMBER POOLING IN THE 303/720 AREA CODES.

ORDER SELECTING INTErim NUMBER Pooling Administrator AND IMPLEMENTING A NUMBER POOLING TRIAL IN THE dENVER msa

Mailed Date:      October 3, 2000

Adopted Date:  September 27, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. BACKGROUND:

1. On January 11, 2000, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“PUC or Colorado Commission”) petitioned the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) for Delegated Authority to Implement Number Resource Optimization Measures, namely, thousand block number pooling.
 In this Petition, the Colorado Commission statedthat“the COPUC believes that the implementation of number conservation measures such as thousand block number pooling will have the greatest impact if implemented before an area code is exhausted.” The 303/720 overlaid area code is currently predicted to exhaust in the 4th Quarter of 2003.
 In addition, the PUC supplemented its Petition as requested by the FCC in the Number Resource Optimization Order (“NRO Order”) in FCC CC Docket No. 96-98, released March 31, 2000.

2. On July 20, 2000, the FCC issued DA 00-1616 granting the Colorado Commission, as well as 14 other states, Delegated Authority to implement various number conservation measures including thousand-block number pooling on an interim basis. In the FCC order, the FCC granted the conditional authority to institute thousand-block number pooling to the Colorado Commission. In addition, the Colorado Commission had requested the authority to order the return of unused and reserved NXX
 codes. The FCC stated in its July order that this issue is  addressed in the NRO order and made  no further decision . The NRO Order granted  states  the authority to order the NANPA to reclaim unactivated or unused NXX codes, and this authority was extended to include direction to a Pooling Administrator for state pooling trials. 

B. FINDINGS OF FACT

3. The Colorado Commission, in keeping with its recent Delegated Authority, orders a thousand block number pooling trial to begin in the Denver Metropolitan Statistical Area (“MSA”) as defined by the Bureau of the Census. This restriction was a condition of  FCC’s grant of Delegated Authority. Further, only those carriers that have implemented Local Number Portability (“LNP”) in the Denver MSA are required to participate in this number pooling trial. 

4. This implementation shall be scheduled for March 10, 2001.
 This date was chosen to allow for the release of Version 3.0 of the LNP software by NeuStar, the Number Portability Administrator. This version will contain the ability for carriers to use Efficient Data Representation for storage of information, and is scheduled to be released in the Western Numbering Portability Administration Center (NPAC) region on February 5, 2001. The extra month will allow carriers to make sure version 3.0 is up and running before the pooling trial begins. LNP capable carriers that believe they cannot meet this March 10 date shall apply with the Commission for a waiver of this decision. These applications for waiver will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

5. The FCC has also directed states granted Delegated Authority to select Interim Pooling Administrators until such time as a national Pooling Administrator is chosen. The Colorado Commission finds that NeuStar, Inc. should be designated as Colorado’s interim Pooling Administrator. This decision is based on the fact that NeuStar is currently conducting pooling trials in other states, and is in fact the only company administering thousand block pooling trials to date. This experience and availability make NeuStar a logical choice. NeuStar should enter into contract negotiations with Colorado code holders to effectuate this decision.
 

6. Within a month of the mailed date of this decision, NeuStar shall conduct an implementation meeting for the Colorado thousand block number pooling trial. All carriers that are currently code holders in the 303/720 area code as well as other known stakeholders shall be noticed. The meeting will be held at the Colorado Commission on a date to be determined later. 

7. Additionally, the Colorado Commission was directed by the FCC to develop a cost recovery mechanism for joint and carrier specific costs associated with a state pooling trial. A  separate docket shall be opened to decide all cost recovery matters. Once this docket is open, carriers will be able to file comments and reply comments in a process to be determined later. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

8. A thousand block number pooling trial shall begin in the Denver MSA on March 10, 2001. 

9. NeuStar, Inc. shall be the interim Pooling Administrator and is directed to begin contract negotiations with the Colorado code holders.

10. An implementation meeting for the pooling trial shall be held at the Commission within a month of the mailed date of this decision.

11. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 27, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________

Commissioners

CHAIRMAN RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
ABSENT.
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY
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Bruce N. Smith
Director

g:\yellow\00X-XXXT_092000bq2.doc:LP 



� NSD File No. L-00-16, DA 00-295.


� North American Numbering Plan Administration (NANPA) 2000 COCUS and NPA Exhaust Analysis, April 2000 Updated Report.


� In a seven digit local phone number, the first three digits – historically associated with a specific telephone company central office.  For number portability purposes, the importance of the NXX definition is that 10,000 numbers (from NXX-0000 to NXX-9999) are associated with each code.


� The implementation date is defined to be the pool start date or the date when the pooling administrator assigns thousands blocks to carriers requesting them.


� CC Docket 99-200, DA00-1616, ¶ 20.
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