Decision No. C00-1072

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-483BP-TA

THE APPLICATION OF TF Transportation, LLC, FOR TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT OPERATIONS AS A CONTRACT CARRIER BY MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE.

COMMISSION ORDER GRANTING
TEMPORARY AUTHORITY

Mailed Date: September 27, 2000

Adopted Date: September 13, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On August 18, 2000, TF Transportation, LLC, ("Applicant"), filed an application for temporary authority to conduct operations as a contract carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers and their baggage between all points within the Counties of Douglas, Arapahoe, Adams, Boulder, Denver, and Jefferson, State of Colorado.  The application was restricted to providing transportation services for Special Transit, 4880 Pearl Street, Boulder, Colorado 80301.

2. The Commission gave notice of the application on August 28, 2000.
3. The following entities filed interventions opposing the grant of the application:  (a) Shuttle Associates, LLC, doing business as Denver Airporter and/or Shuttle Airport Van; and (b) Denver Shuttle, LLC, doing business as Denver Airport Shuttle, et al.

4. On September 11, 2000, the Applicant and both intervenors filed a joint Stipulated Motion to Restrictively Amend Temporary Authority Application (“Motion”).  The Motion indicated that the intervenors agreed to withdraw their interventions provided that the Applicant agreed to further restrict the application:  (a) against providing transportation that originates or terminates at Denver International Airport; and (b) to transportation in vehicles with a seating capacity of eight (8) passengers or more, excluding the driver, which are equipped with wheelchair lifts.  The Applicant agreed to these additional restrictions.

5. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."

6. Applicant must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Applicant fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

7. The support filed on behalf of this application consists of a letter from Special Transit.  The letter states that:  (a) Special Transit has had difficulty finding service and that service has been refused by other transportation providers; (b) the Applicant will be giving special assistance to passengers to and from the vehicle; (c) the Applicant’s vehicles accommodate wheelchairs; and (d) Special Transit must be able to provide its “frail, elderly and handicapped clients with quality service during all hours of the day.”

C. Conclusions

8. The parties’ Motion contains restrictions that are not unreasonable and that are administratively enforceable.  The Commission will grant the Motion, making the instant application noncontested.

9. An immediate and urgent need for the requested transportation services exists, and there is no other carrier capable of providing the service.

10. Applicant has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

11. This application for temporary authority is in the public interest.

12. Applicant is advised that the grant of a temporary authority creates no presumption that a permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

13. The parties’ Stipulated Motion to Restrictively Amend Temporary Authority Application is granted.

14. TF Transportation, LLC is granted temporary authority to conduct operations as a contract carrier for a period of 180 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Order, with authority as set forth in the Appendix.
15. TF Transportation, LLC shall operate in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.

16. TF Transportation, LLC shall not commence operation until it has (a) filed an approved tariff, (b) caused to be filed certificates of insurance as required by Commission rules, (c) paid the annual vehicle identification fees, and (d) received notice in writing from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.

17. If TF Transportation, LLC does not comply with the requirements of this Order within 30 days of its effective date, then the temporary authority shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.
18. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

19. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING September 13, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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Transportation of passengers and their baggage, between all points within the Counties of Douglas, Arapahoe, Adams, Boulder, Denver, and Jefferson, State of Colorado.

This temporary permit is restricted:

(A) To providing transportation services for Special Transit, 4880 Pearl Street, Boulder, Colorado 80301;

(B) Against providing transportation that originates or terminates at Denver International Airport; and

(C) To transportation in vehicles with a seating capacity of eight (8) passengers or more, excluding the driver, which are equipped with wheelchair lifts.

APPLICANT:

TF Transportation, LLC

4860 Ashbrook Circle

Highlands Ranch, CO  80126

APPLICANT'S ATTORNEY:

Linda L. Siderius

1600 Ogden Street

Denver, CO  80218

INTERVENOR:

Shuttle Associates, LLC

dba Denver Airporter and\or Shuttle Airport Van

7500 East 41st Avenue

Denver, CO  80216


INTERVENOR:

Denver Shuttle, LLC

dba Denver Airport Shuttle, et al.

7500 East 41st Avenue

Denver, CO  80216

INTERVENORS’ ATTORNEY:
Richard L Fanyo
Dufford & Brown, PC
1700 Broadway, Suite No. 1700
Denver, CO  80290
ROUTE:

1,2,3,4

6/Docketing

10,20,23,31
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Operating Rights Unit
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