Decision No. C00-918

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00L-425G

in the matter of the application of Citizens utilities company for an order authorizing certain revisions TO TARIFF SHEET NOS. 7 AND 7A applicable to service on its western slope system on less than statutory notice.

commission order authorizing
revisions to tariffs

Mailed Date:  August 23, 2000

Adopted Date:  August 23, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statements

1. On July 28, 2000, Applicant, Citizens Utilities Company, filed a verified application.  Applicant seeks a Commission order authorizing it, without formal hearing and on less than statutory notice, to revise tariff sheet nos. 7 and 7a relating to the deferred gas cost component of its gas cost adjustment (“GCA”) rates for service on its Western Slope system.  The requested tariff sheets are requested to become effective nunc pro tunc back to June 29, 2000.

2. The proposed tariffs are attached to the application and affect Applicant's customers in, and in the vicinity of, Pagosa Springs, Fairfield, Bayfield, and Gem Village, Colorado (Western Slope System).

B.
Findings of Fact

1.
Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged, inter alia, in the purchase, distribution, transportation, and sale of natural gas for domestic, mechanical, or public uses in various certificated areas within the State of Colorado.

2.
On June 20, 2000, Applicant filed a verified application with the Commission in Docket No. 00L-343G requesting an order authorizing Applicant to revise upward its GCA rates for service on its Arkansas Valley land Western Slope systems.  On June 28, 2000, the Commission issued Decision No. C00-731 granting Applicant’s verified application in Docket No. 00L-343G.

3.
Pursuant to Decision No. C00-731, on June 29, 2000, Applicant implemented a revised GCA for its Arkansas Valley and Western Slope systems.  Although the total GCA rates for the Western Slope system as set forth on tariff sheet nos. 7 and 7a are correct, Applicant discovered an error in the calculation of the deferred gas cost component of the GCA rates.  These had been calculated using the wrong local pressure base factor (12.95 psia rather than 11.62 psia).  Applicant represents that the amount billed customers on the Western Slope system under the revised GCA rates is not impacted by the error in calculating the deferred gas cost component.  Consequently, the recalculation of the deferred gas cost component proposed by Applicant according to the application, is an administrative correction only, having no substantive effect on the customers.  Applicant does not intend to publish notice of this application, as it would in the case of a change to the GCA rate.

4.
In order that this error can be corrected, Applicant requests that it be allowed to file revised tariff sheet nos. 7 and 7a as attached hereto as Appendix A with the Commission on not less than one day’s notice, and that revised tariff sheet nos. 7 and 7a made effective back to June 29, 2000.  

5.
Applicant states that no prejudice or harm will occur to any customer as a result of the Commission granting the relief being requested by Applicant in this Application.

6.
Good cause exists for the Commission to allow the revised tariff sheets.  However, we will not approve the request to make the revisions effective as of June 29, 2000. Authorizing Citizens Utilities Company to make the new tariff sheets effective June 29, 2000 would constitute retroactive rate-making.  Citizens Utilities Company points to no authority that would permit us to approve a tariff retroactively, and we are unaware of any such authority.

ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Citizens Utilities Company for authority to change tariffs on less-than-statutory notice is granted consistent with the above discussion.

2. Citizens Utilities Company is authorized to file on not less than one day notice the tariffs attached as Appendix A and made a part of this Order.  These tariffs shall be effective for actual gas sales effective on the date of filing.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
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