Decision No. C00-888

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-407E

APPLICATION FOR AN ORDER APPROVING COST RECOVERY TREATMENT FOR THE BUYOUT OF THE QUALIFYING FACILITY CONTRACT WITH JOHNSTOWN COGENERATION COMPANY, LLC.

Decision Deeming Application
Complete and Referral To An
Administrative Law Judge With Directions

Mailed Date:   August 11, 2000

Adopted Date:  August 10, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the completeness of Public Service Company of Colorado, Inc.’s (“PSCo”) application for approval of the Cost Recovery Treatment for the Buyout of the Qualifying Facility Contract With Johnstown Cogeneration Company, LLC and various procedural issues.  PSCo filed this application on July 21, 2000.  It was treated by the Commission Administrative Staff as a standard application pursuant to Rule 70 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 (“Rule 70”) with notice and settings made accordingly.

2. PSCo filed a letter with the Director of the Commission protesting the procedural schedule and actions.  PSCo contends that this application regarding Qualifying Facility Contracts should be handled in an expedited manner consistent with Decision No. R00-305 from Docket No. 99A-541E.  Staff and PSCo stipulated in that docket to treat future Qualifying Facility Contract dockets according to a specific, expedited schedule.  Both parties now contest actions by the other in the present docket.  

3. This matter is best resolved by an Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”).  We will deem the application complete in accordance with Rule 70, but will leave all other substantive and procedural issues for the ALJ.  We make no finding or decision as to whether the parties have acted in accordance with the requirements of Decision No. R00-305.  We direct the ALJ to treat this docket as expeditiously as possible.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

4. Public Service Company of Colorado’s Application for an Order Approving Cost Recovery Treatment for the Buyout of the Qualifying Facility Contract With Johnstown Cogeneration Company, LLC is deemed complete pursuant to Rule 70 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulation 723-1.

5. This docket is referred to an Administrative Law Judge for all other matters substantive and procedural.  The Administrative Law Judge is directed to treat this docket as expeditiously as possible, including, but not limited to, discovery, pretrial conferences, hearings, if any, motions, and a Recommended Decision.

6. This order is effective on its Mailed Date.  

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 10, 2000.
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