Decision No. C00-820

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-315T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF N.E. COLORADO CELLULAR, INC. FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER PURSUANT TO 4 CCR 723-42-7.

DECISION DEEMING APPLICATION
COMPLETE, IN PART, AND REFERRING
MATTER TO ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
Mailed Date:  July 27, 2000

Adopted Date:  July 19, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of completeness of N.E. Colorado Cellular, Inc.’s (“NECC”) application for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (“ETC”) under 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2).  NECC filed its application for designation as an ETC on June 8, 2000.  The application contains all information required by Rule 7 of the Commission’s Rules Prescribing the Procedures for Designating Telecommunications Service Providers as Providers of Last resort or as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-42, and will be deemed complete.

2. The application also contained a limited reference to “the Colorado Universal Service Fund.”  However, in its application cover letter and in the prayer for relief, NECC referenced only a desire for designation as an ETC, a designation facilitating federal funding.

3. The Colorado counterpart to the Federal Universal Service Fund is the High Cost Support Mechanism (“HCSM”), 4 CCR 723-41 (“Rule 41”); there is no “Colorado Universal Service Fund.”  NECC made no references to the HCSM or to Rule 41.  To be eligible for HCSM funding, a provider must apply for and obtain designation as an Eligible Provider (“EP”) under Rule 41.  The application did not contain sufficient information to meet the requirements for designation as an EP under Rule 41.  There is no clear intent by NECC to apply for designation as an EP, and the application will go forward only as an application for designation as an ETC.  To the extent NECC intended to apply for EP status, the application is incomplete and will be rejected without prejudice.  

II. ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. N.E. Colorado Cellular, Inc.’s application for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier under 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2), is deemed complete, and will go forward as an application for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Provider under 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2) and 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-42-7.

2. N.E. Colorado Cellular, Inc.’s application for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier under 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2), is referred to an Administrative Law Judge for further proceedings, including the motion to intervene by the Colorado Telecommunications Association.  

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.    

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING July 19, 2000.
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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