Decision No. C00-757

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00M-369G

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF Public Service Company of Colorado for an order approving a proposed modified manner of notice with respect to gas rate changes to be filed on or about july 17, 2000.

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION for alternative notice with modification, and granting request for waiver of response time

Mailed Date:  July 11, 2000

Adopted Date:  July 6, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings, and Conclusion

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the application by Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service” or “Company”) for a modified manner of notice for upcoming gas rate changes.  Public Service advises that it intends to file these changes as a Phase I gas rate case on or about July 17, 2000, with an effective date 31 days from the date filed with the Commission.  Public Service proposes the alternate notice as: (a) notice in the legal classified sections of both the Denver Post and The Denver Rocky Mountain News; (b) issuing a news release on the same date as the filing; and (c) including a bill insert in each gas customer’s regular bill for the first complete billing cycle beginning one week after the date of the actual filing.  The Company states that the first applicable billing cycle following a July 17, 2000 filing would be for bills issued on or about July 24, 2000, and continuing through August 23, 2000. 

2. Public Service submits that its proposed alternate method of notice will provide more effective public notice at significantly less cost than technical compliance with options listed in §§ 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(B) and (C), C.R.S. Public Service believes that its proposed manner of alternative notice more than satisfies the spirit and intent of § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I), C.R.S.

3. The Commission recognizes that certain methods of compliance with § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I), C.R.S., would require Public Service to incur significant expense.  However, we are concerned that under the alternative notice proposed by the Company, approximately 50 percent of its customers would receive the bill insert notice after the Commission has decided whether or not to suspend the proposed tariffs.  Therefore the Commission will require Public Service to complete mailing of all bill inserts no later than ten days prior to the proposed effective date of the new tariffs.

II. ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:
1. The Application of Public Service Company of Colorado for an order approving a proposed modified manner of notice with respect to gas rate changes to be filed on or about July 17, 2000 is granted, consistent with the above discussion.

2. Response time to the motion is waived.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
July 6, 2000.
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� To accomplish this, Public Service may be required to extend the proposed effective date of the new tariffs.
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