Decision No. C00-653

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00L-329T

in the matter of the petition by u s west communications, inc. for waiver of tariff provision regarding notice of promotional offering.

Order Granting Petition For Waiver, Request For Approval On Less Than Statutory Notice, And Request For Emergency Expedited Approval

Mailed Date:  June 15, 2000

Adopted Date:  June 15, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Petition for Waiver of Tariff Provision Regarding Notice of Promotional Offering, Request for Approval on Less than Statutory Notice, and Request for Emergency Expedited Approval filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), on June 15, 2000.  Good cause having been shown, the Commission will grant U S WEST’s requests.

2. U S WEST requests that it be permitted to implement immediately a promotional offering to provide Call Forwarding services free of monthly and nonrecurring charges to customers displaced by uncontrolled fires currently underway in Colorado in areas where the Governor has declared a state of emergency.  U S WEST also proposes to waive nonrecurring charges on To and From orders (for a maximum of two moves), and to waive the nonrecurring charge for new service when placed instead of To and From orders for these customers.  Finally, U S WEST proposes to waive the nonrecurring and monthly charges on additional lines added to set up shelters to house fire victims.

3. In order to implement these offerings immediately, U S WEST requests that we waive the notice requirements for promotional offerings contained in its tariff, Colorado P.U.C. No. 15, Section 2.  This is essentially a request that we permit U S WEST to implement changes to its tariff (with respect to the specific offerings contained in Promotional Information Letter No. 067) on less than statutory notice.  See § 40-3-104(2), C.R.S.  In its filing, U S WEST proposes to notify the public of these offerings through the media and through its representatives located near the affected areas.  As such, U S WEST requests a waiver of further public notice or customer notice requirements.

4. Given the emergency nature of these requests, good cause exists to approve the proposals by U S WEST.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. The Petition for Waiver of Tariff Provision Regarding Notice of Promotional Offering, Request for Approval on Less than Statutory Notice, and Request for Emergency Expedited Approval filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., on June 15, 2000 is granted.  U S WEST Communications, Inc., is permitted to implement the proposals contained in Promotional Informational Letter No. 67 immediately.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ deliberations MEETING
June 15, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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