Decision No. C00-642

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-008E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER DETERMINING WHETHER THE SIZE AND LOAD IMPACT OF THE DEMAND SIDE MANAGEMENT AND RENEWABLES SEGMENTS OF ITS 1999 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN MAXIMIZE THE PUBLIC INTEREST.
Order:  (1) Granting Motion for
Entry of Initial Commission Decision;
and (2) Setting a Hearing on the May 17,
2000 Stipulation and Settlement Agreement
Mailed Date:  June 12, 2000

Adopted Date:  June 7, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the motion for entry of an initial Commission decision filed by Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service") on June 6, 2000.  If granted, the recommended decision of the Commission administrative law judge ("ALJ") would be omitted in this matter.

2. Public Service contends that the circumstances warrant the Commission's invocation of § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S., which requires that "due and timely execution of [the Commission's] functions imperatively and unavoidably [] requires" skipping the recommended decision.

3. Public Service argues that the omission of the recommended decision phase is necessary to contract with bidders of cost-effective demand side management ("DSM") resources under the timeframes established for the Bid 2001 Program. Additionally, contracting with the remaining bidders who responded to the Bid 2001 Program sooner rather than later may allow Public Service to experience some additional peak demand reduction for summers 2001 and 2002.  This possibility creates the best chance that Public Service will realize significant system benefits in time for meeting the projected 2001 and 2002 peaks.  System benefits will be even greater should supply-side projects with near term in-service dates fall behind schedule.

4. Public Service further points out that the Commission ALJ indicated on the record that it was his position that a recommended decision would not be issued in this matter.

5. The Commission further notes that the outcome of this matter may affect the amount of supply-side resources to be acquired through that aspect of Public Service's Draft 1999 Integrated Resource Plan ("IRP") if, for example, the Commission were not to accept all terms of the May 17, 2000 Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.  Prompt resolution of these uncertainties is necessary to inform Public Service of the Commission's expectations with respect to Public Service's Draft 1999 IRP.

6. The Commission finds that due and timely resolution of all of these issues requires use of the Commission's power to omit the recommended decision of the Commission ALJ in this matter.  The omission of the recommended decision is both imperative and unavoidable.

7. A complete evidentiary record on the renewable energy segment already exists.  To develop a complete record on the DSM segment of this docket, the Commission will conduct an evidentiary hearing to discuss the May 17, 2000 Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.  The Commission shall conduct this hearing at 9:00 a.m. on June 22, 2000.  The parties may suggest alternate forms of hearing (such as on-the-record roundtable) if it is believed that such a form will permit the development of the most coherent evidentiary record on this segment.  Parties to the May 17, 2000 Stipulation and Settlement Agreement should come prepared to defend the stipulation and agreement and to respond to Commission inquiries, including, at a minimum, offering evidence analyzing the four areas identified in Decision No. C00-40, Paragraph I.A.3.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

8. The recommended decision will be omitted in this matter.  The motion for entry of an initial Commission decision in lieu of a recommended decision filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on June 6, 2000 is granted.

The Commission shall conduct a hearing at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:
June 22, 2000

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL 2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

9. The hearing shall pertain only to the demand side management segment of this matter, including specific review of the terms of the May 17, 2000 Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.

10. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING June 7, 2000.
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