Decision No. C00-610

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00D-169E
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR A DECLARATORY ORDER REGARDING AN APPROPRIATE RESERVE MARGIN REQUIREMENT.
Order:  (1) Accepting Stipulated Procedural Schedule; and (2) Setting Prehearing Conference and Testimony Due Date
Mailed Date:  June 7, 2000

Adopted Date:  May 24, 2000
I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission following the May 8, 2000 prehearing conference.  At the May 8, 2000 prehearing conference, Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service") explained that several parties had reached an oral stipulation regarding a possible procedural schedule for this matter.  The Commission requested the parties to reduce this stipulation to writing and to file it for Commission review.

2. On May 11, 2000, Public Service, Staff of the Commission, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel filed a written stipulated procedural schedule.  The filing states that no parties object to the proposed stipulated schedule.

3. Because the purpose of this proceeding is to compare the strengths and weaknesses of two design criteria
 for establishing Public Service's reserve margin, Public Service desires to complete its analysis of both of these criteria prior to proceeding with this declaratory order docket.  Thus, the following procedural schedule is proposed in the stipulated procedural schedule:

November 1, 2000


Public Service hosts a technical workshop for all interested parties to this docket to explain its modeling of WSCC Criteria No. 3.  Notice of the workshop, and materials to be used in the workshop, shall be mailed to all parties to this docket at least two weeks in advance of the workshop.

November 1 through 
December 31 

Public Service receives input from the parties as to ways to improve upon the WSCC Criteria No. 3 modeling.

January 8, 2001

Prehearing Conference to set procedural schedule.

January 15, 2001


Public Service direct testimony is due.

4. If consensus is not reached prior to the January 15, 2001 due date for Public Service's direct testimony, Public Service shall file its direct testimony by that date and shall bear the burden of proof that the reserve margin criteria that it prefers to use is the appropriate criteria for its system until the next approved Integrated Resource Plan.

II. ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The stipulated procedural schedule proposed by Public Service Company of Colorado, the Staff of the Commission, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, as set forth in the May 11, 2000 filing and fully described above, is accepted.

2. The Commission shall conduct a prehearing conference in this docket as follows:

DATE:
January 8, 2001

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

Logan Tower


Office Level 2


1580 Logan Street


Denver, Colorado

3. Absent further direction, Public Service Company of Colorado shall file its direct testimony no later than January 15, 2001.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING May 24, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� Western Systems Coordinating Council ("WSCC") Power Supply Design Criteria No. 1 (utility's largest risk plus 5 percent of load responsibility) and WSCC Power Supply Design Criteria No. 3 (loss of load probability) ("WSCC Criteria No. 3") are the two criteria at issue.
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