Decision No. C00-560

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-174T

WESTERN WIRELESS HOLDING CO., INC., APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER.

DECISION VACATING HEARING AND
CONSOLIDATING WITH DOCKET NO. 00A-171T

Mailed Date:  May 25, 2000

Adopted Date:  May 10, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission on Western Wireless Holding Co., Inc.’s (“Western”) motion to vacate the July 5, 2000 hearing, and on our own motion to consider whether this docket should be consolidated with Docket No. 00A-171T, Western’s application for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Provider. 

2. On March 28, 2000, Western filed this application for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier as well as the application in Docket No. 00A-174T.  The designations would allow Western to participate in the Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism and receive support from the federal universal service fund. The factual and legal bases and issues in the dockets are similar and interrelated.  Numerous entries of appearance have been filed in each docket.  

3. Because of the factual and legal interrelationships, consolidation is appropriate.  Docket Nos. 00A-174T and 00A-171T shall be consolidated into Docket No. 00K-255T.  All further filings in this docket shall be made in the consolidated docket. The consolidated case will be referred to a Commission Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) for all further proceedings and decisions.  Given the consolidation, additional parties, and referral, the hearing is vacated, to be re-set by the ALJ. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

4. Response time to Western Wireless Holding Co., Inc.’s motion to vacate the hearing is waived.

5. Western Wireless Holding Co., Inc.’s motion to vacate the July 5, 2000 hearing is granted.  

6. Docket Nos. 00A-171T and 00A-174T are consolidated into Docket No. Docket No. 00K-255T.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 10, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER ROBERT J. HIX
ABSENT.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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