Decision No. C00-545
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-211CP-Extension-TA

THE APPLICATION OF Golden West Commuter, LLC, FOR TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO EXTEND OPERATIONS UNDER CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY PUC NO. 14314.
COMMISSION ORDER GRANTING
TEMPORARY AUTHORITY

Mailed Date: May 22, 2000

Adopted Date: May 17, 2000
I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1. On April 19, 2000, Golden West Commuter, LLC ("Applicant"), filed an application for temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 14314 to include the transportation of passengers and their baggage, in charter service, between all points in Jefferson County, State of Colorado and between said points on the one hand, and all points in the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Clear Creek, Denver, Douglas, Eagle, El Paso, Grand, Larimer and Summit, State of Colorado, on the other hand.  This application is restricted as follows: (A) Against transportation service to or from Denver International Airport, Denver, Colorado; (B) To use of vehicles with a seating capacity of 31 passengers or fewer, plus the driver; and (C) Against transportation service that originates in Eagle, El Paso, Grand, Larimer or Summit Counties, State of Colorado.
2. The Commission gave notice of the application on April 24, 2000.  Because there was an error in the orginal notice of the application, it was renoticed May 8, 2000.

3. Summit Haus Communications, Ltd., doing business as Silver Elegance Rolls Royce Service (“Silver Elegance”), Vail Valley Taxi, Inc., and Vail Valley Transportation, Inc., filed interventions opposing the grant of this application.  After the renotice, Vail Valley Taxi, Inc., and Vail Valley Transportation, Inc., withdrew their intervention.

4. Silver Elegance requests that any temporary authority be restricted against the use of vehicles manufactured by Rolls Royce Corporation.  The restrictive effect of the proposed amendment upon the temporary authority sought is de minimus, and no restrictive amendment will be imposed upon the application.

5. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."
6. Applicant must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Applicant fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

The support filed on behalf of this application consists of several letters from lodging facilities in Jefferson County expressing needs for charter van services and the present lack of such service.  The lodging facilities need transportation services immediately so that they may offer lodging including transportation for the summer season.

C. Conclusions

7. An immediate and urgent need for the requested transportation services exists, and there is no other carrier capable of providing the service.

8. Applicant has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

9. This application for temporary authority is in the public interest.

10. Applicant is advised that the grant of a temporary authority creates no presumption that a permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

11. Golden West Commuter, LLC, is granted temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 14314 for a period of 150 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Order, with authority as set forth in the Appendix.

12. Golden West Commuter, LLC, shall operate in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.

13. Golden West Commuter, LLC, shall not extend operations until it has filed the necessary tariffs, and notice in writing has been received from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.

14. If Golden West Commuter, LLC, does not comply with the requirements of this Order within 30 days of its effective date, then the temporary authority to extend operations shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.

15. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

16. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
ADOPTED IN THE COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING May 17, 2000.
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Transportation of passengers and their baggage, in charter service, between all points in Jefferson County, State of Colorado, and between said points on the one hand, and all points in the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Clear Creek, Denver, Douglas, Eagle, El Paso, Grand, Larimer and Summit, State of Colorado, on the other hand.

This temporary authority is restricted as follows: (A) Against transportation service to or from Denver International Airport, Denver, Colorado; (B) To use of vehicles with a seating capacity of 31 passengers or fewer, plus the driver; and (C) Against transportation service that originates in Eagle, El Paso, Grand, Larimer or Summit Counties, State of Colorado.
APPLICANT:

Golden West Commuter, LLC
P.O. Box 1171
Golden, CO  80402-1171
APPLICANT'S ATTORNEY:
Richard J. Bara
1155 Sherman Street, Suite No. 315
Denver, CO  80203
INTERVENOR:
Summit Haus Communications, Ltd.
dba Silver Elegance Rolls Royce Service
701 South Logan Street,Ste 101
Denver, CO  80209
INTERVENOR'S ATTORNEY:
James A. Beckwith
7910 Ralston Road, Suite No. 7
Arvada, CO  80002

INTERVENOR:
Vail Valley Taxi, Inc.

Vail Valley Transportation, Inc.
P.O. Box 2642
Vail, CO  81658-2642
INTERVENOR’S ATTORNEY:
Isaac H. Kaiser
BERENBAUM, WEINSHIENK & EASON
370 - 17th Street, Suite No. 2600
Denver, CO  80202
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