Decision No. C00-449

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99S-609G

THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO WITH ADVICE NO. 558-GAS.

PROCEDURAL ORDER

Mailed Date:   April 28, 2000

Adopted Date:  April 28, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. The Commission conducted a prehearing conference in Docket No. 99S-609G on April 28, 2000.  Docket No. 99S-609G is a gas rate case filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (“PSCo”) with a hearing scheduled for May 1-5, 2000.  The Commission considered various motions and procedural matters.

2. Counsel for PSCo told the Commission that a settlement of all issues has been reached.  However, it is not yet reduced to writing.  The Parties are confident that they can file the proposed stipulated settlement with the Commission by noon, May 2, 2000.  A settlement substantively and procedurally affects the scheduled hearing. 

3. The hearing is scheduled to commence at 8:30 a.m. on May 1, 2000, and continue through May 5, 2000.  Five full hearing days are now unnecessary.  PSCo, with the concurrence of the other Parties, moved to vacate the May 1-3 hearing times, and commence the hearing on the proposed stipulation at 8:30 a.m., May 4, 2000.  That motion was granted.  

4. Public comment is scheduled for 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., May 1, 2000.  That remains unchanged.  The Commission will hear public comment at that time.  However, in light of the proposed settlement, the Commission believes it would be helpful to have a short summary of the settlement for distribution to persons appearing at the public comment period on May 1. 

5. Finally, various motions were considered.  James D. Albright, counsel for PSCo, filed a Motion For Admission Pro Hac Vice for the admission of Robert I. White for this docket.  Commission Staff filed a motion to replace certain exhibits of their witness Robert C. Bergman with corrected versions.  The Multiple Intervenors moved for leave to file their cross-answer testimony one day out of time; the motion was filed contemporaneously with the testimony on April 21, 2000.  Finally, HS Energy Services, Inc. moved orally, out of time, at the prehearing conference for the admission of its Trial Data Certificate.  The Trial Data Certificate was filed one day out of time on or about April 27, 2000.  No objections were raised by any party to any of the above motions, and all were granted.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

6. The hearing dates of May 1-3, 2000, are vacated.  

7. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file a brief summary of the proposed settlement for use by the general public by noon, May 1, 2000.  

8. The Parties shall file the executed, proposed stipulation by noon, May 2, 2000.  

9. Hearing on the proposed stipulation shall commence at 8:30 a.m., May 4, 2000. 

10. Each party shall file by noon, May 2, 2000, a list of witnesses and estimated testimony time for the hearing on the proposed stipulation.

11. Prior to hearing on Thursday, May 4, 2000, each party shall have its exhibits pre-marked and the Parties shall prepare an exhibits list for the Commissioners’ use during the hearing. 

12. Public Service Company of Colorado’s Motion For Admission Pro Hac Vice to allow Robert I. White to appear in this proceeding is granted.  

13. Trial Staff’s Motion to Substitute Exhibits of Robert C. Bergman is granted.  

14. The Multiple Intervenors’ Motion For Leave To File Cross Answer Testimony One Day Out Of time and Request For Waiver Of Response Time is granted.  

15. HS Energy Services, Inc.’s oral motion out of time to file its trial data certificate one day out of time is granted.
16. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ PREHEARING CONFERENCE
April 28, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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