Decision No. C00-427

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98M-290EG
IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING SCHEDULE OF COST ALLOCATION MANUALS PURSUANT TO 4 CCR 723-47.
Order Modifying Filing Schedule
Established By Decision No. C98-634
Mailed Date:  April 26, 2000

Adopted Date:  April 12, 2000
I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1.
This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") on its own motion.  The Commission's consideration of this matter is prompted by the recent completion of the review process relating to the 1998 Cost Allocation Manuals ("CAMs") filed by UtiliCorp United Inc. ("UtiliCorp") (Docket No. 98A-298EG), and Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service") (Docket No. 98A-297EG).

2.
The Commission's review of the UtiliCorp and Public Service CAMs proved to be a time consuming process as a result of contentious litigation over the information required by and studies to be performed pursuant to the Commission's Cost Allocation Rules for Electric and Gas Utilities' Nonregulated Services, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-47.  In fact, following a review of UtiliCorp's CAM, the Commission suggested that a future rulemaking proceeding is necessary to establish clearer descriptions of the information to be included in a CAM.  See Decision No. C99-528, ¶ I.B.4.

3.
The Commission now finds that it would be inefficient and burdensome to require that all other electric and gas public utilities file applications for approval of their respective CAMs under the schedule set forth in Decision No. C98-634.  Similarly, it would be inefficient and burdensome to require UtiliCorp and Public Service to file the biennial application for CAM approval that would otherwise be due no later than June 29, 2000.  Thus, the Commission waives Rule 4 CCR 723-47-6.1, the requirement to file an application for CAM approval, as to all electric and gas public utilities.  In effect, the requirement to file an application for approval of a CAM is eliminated until new cost allocation rules take effect.

4.
The Commission, however, finds that it is useful and not burdensome to require UtiliCorp and Public Service to file annual updates to the CAMs approved in Docket No. 98A-298EG (UtiliCorp) and Docket No. 98A-297EG (Public Service).

5.
Until the earlier of further notice from the Commission or the effective date of revised cost allocation rules, UtiliCorp and Public Service shall file annual updates to their 1998 CAMs.
  UtiliCorp and Public Service should follow Rule 4 CCR 723-47-6.4 in filing the annual CAM updates.  The filing of an update shall occur each year because the Commission has waived the application requirement set forth at Rule 4 CCR 723-47-6.1.

6.
The annual CAM update shall be due on or before June 29 of each year.  UtiliCorp and Public Service shall distribute the CAM update to the service list of its respective 1998 CAM approval docket.  That portion of Rule 4 CCR 723-47-6.4 providing that the CAM update will only be "accepted" and that it will not be considered a modification to the CAM continues in effect.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Decision No. C98-634 is vacated.

2. Rule 6.1 of the Commission's Cost Allocation Rules for Electric and Gas Utilities' Nonregulated Services, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-47, is waived as to all electric and gas public utilities.

3. Absent subsequent Commission order, no electric or gas public utility subject to the Commission's Cost Allocation Rules for Electric and Gas Utilities' Nonregulated Services, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-47, shall file an application for approval of its Cost Allocation Manual.

4. Rule 6.4 of the Commission's Cost Allocation Rules for Electric and Gas Utilities' Nonregulated Services, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-47, is waived as to all electric and gas public utilities except UtiliCorp United Inc., and Public Service Company of Colorado.

5. UtiliCorp United Inc., and Public Service Company of Colorado shall file an update to its respective 1998 Cost Allocation Manual no later than June 29 of each year.  The first updates to be filed pursuant to the schedule established by this Order shall be due no later than June 29, 2000.

6. The schedule established here shall remain in effect until the earlier of the effective date of new rules amending the existing Cost Allocation Rules for Electric and Gas Utilities' Nonregulated Services, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-47, or a subsequent order in this Docket.

7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING 
 
April 12, 2000.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� Because Public Service's 1998 CAM was not approved prior to June 29, 1999, Public Service shall file its first CAM update no later than June 29, 2000.
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