Decision No. C00-412

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-102T
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF TRI-CORNERS TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR AN APPLICATION FOR AUTHorITY TO PROVIDE EMERGING COMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES PURSUANT TO SPECIFIC FORMS OF RELAXED REGULATION.  

ORDER granting application, AND
approving relaxed form of regulation

Mailed Date:  April 25, 2000

Adopted Date:  April 19, 2000
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement and Findings of Fact

1. Tri-Corners Telecommunications, Inc. (“TCT”), a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier, received a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to provide the following emerging competitive telecommunications services:  advanced features; premium services; interLATA toll; intraLATA toll; switched access; private line; and non-optional operator services in Decision No. C00-272.

2. On February 25, 2000, TCT filed an application requesting relaxed regulatory treatment of its jurisdictional emerging competitive telecommunications services.

3. On March 2, 2000, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed and Notice of Hearing.  Interventions were due on or before April 3, 2000.  None were filed.

4. TCT filed supplements on February 28, 2000, and March 20 and 27, 2000.  These responses completed the application.

5. The application for relaxed regulatory treatment meets the requirements of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-24-5 for completeness.

6. On February 27, 2000, in response to discussions with Staff, TCT amended its application by specifically requesting the “specific forms of relaxed regulation in connection with its provision of interLATA or intraLATA, high-speed, intrastate private line services, that was previously granted to Interactive Communication Systems, Inc. in decision No. C99-189.”  

7. Also, on February 27, 2000, TCT filed a supplement requesting that REANET Corporation be the Grantee of Authority to Provide Emerging Competitive Telecommunications Services Pursuant to Specific Forms of Relaxed Regulatory Treatment, pending Commission approval of TCT’s application for relaxed regulatory treatment.  TCT’s request is due to a recent name change.  TCT has not filed a change of name with the Commission.

B. Discussion

8. Granting the application of TCT is consistent with the legislative policy statements contained in §§ 40‑15‑101, 40-15-501, and 40-15-502, C.R.S.

9. TCT requested relaxed regulatory treatment for advanced features; premium services; interLATA toll; intraLATA toll; switched access; private line; and non-optional operator services.  

10. We need not specifically act on TCT’s request regarding advanced features, premium services, switched access, and non-optional operator services.  An applicable default regulatory scheme for advanced features, premium services, and switched access is detailed at 4 CCR 723-38-3.2, and for non-optional operator services at 4 CCR 723-18.

11. Private line service is defined as "any point-to-point or point-to-multipoint service dedicated to the exclusive use of an end user for the transmission of any telecommunications services."  § 40-15-102(22), C.R.S.
12. There is no default regulatory scheme for interLATA toll, intraLATA toll, or private line services.  However, there is an applicable relaxed regulatory scheme set out at 4 CCR 723-38.3.2, and we will grant TCT a relaxed form of regulation for these services similar to and consistent with that scheme.  This scheme will apply only to interLATA toll, intraLATA toll, and private line services, notwithstanding any language in 4 CCR 723-38.3.2 to the contrary.  This is similar to our treatment of other carriers.   

13. Because of the relaxed regulatory schemes discussed above, we need not act on TCT’s request regarding Interactive Communication Systems, Inc., in Decision No. C99-189.

14. Until and unless TCT properly changes its name with the Commission, no orders may be issued to REANET Corporation. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

15. The hearing in this matter set for June 2, 2000, is vacated.

16. Tri-Corners Telecommunications, Inc., has requested and is granted the specific forms of relaxed regulation discussed above.
 

17. Consistent with terms and conditions established in previous Commission decisions, Tri-Corners Telecommunications, Inc., shall participate in the Colorado High Cost Fund, the Telecommunications Relay Services for the Disabled Telephone Users Program, the Emergency Telephone Access Act Program, and other financial support mechanisms that may be created in the future by the Commission to implement §§ 40‑15‑502(4) and (5), C.R.S.

18. Tri-Corners Telecommunications, Inc.’s request to grant this Order in the name of REANET Corporation is denied.

19. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
April 19, 2000.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



POLLY PAGE
________________________________

Commissioners

CHAIRMAN RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
ABSENT.
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� The Commission notes that the rules regarding relaxed regulation may be modified in the near future.  The Commission takes no position as to whether the applicant may modify its regulatory scheme should the rules change.  
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