Decision No. C00-364

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-297E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER APPROVING ITS 1996 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN.

Order (1) Accepting OEMC/LAW Fund Response and (2) Providing the Opportunity 
to File a Reply

Mailed Date:    April 10, 2000

Adopted Date:  April 6, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (the "Commission") as part of the consideration of the pending motion to amend settlement agreement
 filed by Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service").

2. Public Service filed its motion on March 14, 2000.  The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel ("OCC") filed a timely response on March 28, 2000.

3. On March 29, 2000, the Governor's Office of Energy Management and Conservation (previously known in this Docket as the Governor's Office of Energy Conservation) ("OEMC") and the Land and Water Fund of the Rockies ("LAW Fund"), as joint respondents, filed an untimely response.  In light of the issue presented in Public Service's motion, the Commission accepts this untimely response.

4. Upon consideration of the motion and responses, the Commission finds that an improved record would assist in the resolution of Public Service's motion.  To further this end, the Commission invites Public Service to file a reply no later than April 19, 2000.  Public Service's reply, among other things, may address the theoretical criticisms to its motion made by OCC, OEMC, and LAW Fund and should comment on the responding parties' alternative demand side management solutions to expend the approximately $1.8 million at issue.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. The untimely response jointly filed by the Governor's Office of Energy Management and Conservation (previously known in this Docket as the Governor's Office of Energy Conservation) and the Land and Water Fund of the Rockies is accepted.

6. On or before April 19, 2000, Public Service Company of Colorado shall be permitted to file a reply regarding its pending motion to amend settlement.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 6, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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________________________________
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POLLY PAGE
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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� Only the parties to a settlement agreement may agree to execute an amendment.  However, the Commission may modify the conditions of its approval of a settlement agreement in the absence of the assent of all signatories to a settlement agreement through the entry of a subsequent decision modifying its prior approval of that settlement agreement.
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