Decision No. C00-358
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-095T

IN the matter of the aPplication of U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC., FOR APPROVAL OF REVISED EXCHANGE AREA MAPS FOR THE DENVER METRO EXCHANGE AURORA ZONE, AND for the expansion of the base rate area of the DENVER METRO EXCHAnGE aurora ZONE.
DECISION GRANTING APPLICATION FOR
APPROVAL OF REVISED EXCHANGE AREA MAPS
Mailed Date:  April 11, 2000

Adopted Date:  April 6, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A.
Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the Verified Application (“application”) by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), to revise the exchange map boundaries for the Denver Metro Exchange, Aurora Zone, and for the expansion of the base rate area of the Denver Metro Exchange, Aurora Zone.  USWC also seeks preliminary approval of the proposed advice letter setting forth the revisions so that USWC may make a compliance filing of the tariff sheets on not less than one day notice.  This application comes under the modified procedure contained in § 40-15-111, C.R.S.

2. Within the Denver Metro Exchange, USWC proposes to move entire sections 21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 28, 33, and 34 of Township 2 South, Range 66 West, and entire sections 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 34, and 35 of Township 3 South, Range 66 West, from either outside base rate area Zone 1 or Zone 2 to the Base Rate Area of the Aurora Zone. This rearrangement is predicated upon USWC estimates of future demand and costs of network facility investment.   

3. In support of its application, USWC states that current customers in the territory are assessed outside base rate zone charges and that by the approval of this application will eliminate all such charges.  No customer will experience a change in local calling area or telephone number.

4. USWC states that the area proposed to be included into the Base Rate Area possess unique characteristics based upon its proximity to Denver International Airport.  According to USWC, the territory has become a high density and high growth area, and the area is surrounded by territory that is already categorized as Base Rate. 

5. USWC states that it will need approximately 90 days after the grant of this Application to analyze and quantify the individual affected customers and to modify the necessary support systems to change the billing.  USWC also states that such rearrangement will promote the public interest and welfare and “will not adversely impact the public switched network of U S WEST, or US WEST’s financial integrity.”

6. As of the date of this order, no comments were filed with the Commission.  No person has sought to intervene in this matter.

B.
Findings

1.
The Commission has studied the revision of these zone boundaries within the Aurora Zone of the Denver Metro Exchange, and finds:

(A)
The revision is not adverse to any existing customers. 

(B)
The implementation of such revision will not adversely affect the public switched network.

(C)
The revision of the exchanges will not compromise the financial integrity of the provider. 

(D)
Ninety days is required to make complying changes in the provider’s internal systems.  

2.
Consistent with § 40-15-111(2), C.R.S., we find that the Application for the revision of the Aurora Zone of the Denver Metro Exchange should be approved.

3.
The Application addresses all applicable provisions of § 40-15-111, C.R.S.

4.
Based upon the record in the present proceeding and the standards for review of exchange area boundary rearrangements, we will grant the Application.

II. ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

7. The Verified Application filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., is deemed complete.

8. The Verified Application filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., is granted.

9. The two implementing tariff pages attached to the Verified Application are approved.  Citing this Order as authority, U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall make an Advice Letter filing implementing these tariff changes revising the Denver Metro Exchange, Aurora Zone exchange boundaries.

10. U S WEST Communications, Inc., is granted up to 90 days from the effective date of this Order to make its compliance filing.

11. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

April 6, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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