Decision No. C00-290

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00N-117T

IN THE MATTER OF The request for letter of registration by centurytel long distance, inc. to provide nonoptional operator services.

ORDER granting letter of registration

Mailed Date:  March 23, 2000

Adopted Date: March 22, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement and Findings of Fact

1. On March 6, 2000, CenturyTel Long Distance, Inc. (“CenturyTel”), filed for a Letter of Registration (“LOR”) to provide non-optional operator services.  4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-18-5.2 and 4 CCR 723-24-3.1.

2. Specifically, CenturyTel seeks a LOR to provide non-optional operator assisted long distance telecommunications services for the transmission of voice, data, or other communication over resold facilities within the State of Colorado.  CenturyTel’s request does not seek any specific form of relaxed regulation.

3. On March 21, 2000, CenturyTel filed responses to questions posed by the Commission.  These responses clarified several items in CenturyTel’s request.

B. Discussion

4. The Commission finds that this matter may be considered without a hearing.  § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

5. Granting CenturyTel’s request is consistent with the legislative policy statements contained in § 40-15-101, C.R.S. CenturyTel has stated sufficient grounds to warrant the approval of its request.  Therefore, a LOR will be granted.

6. Providers of non-optional operator services are granted specific regulatory treatment.  4 CCR 723-18-5.3.  This Order does not grant any other specific form of relaxed regulation.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

7. CenturyTel Long Distance, Inc.'s request for a Letter of Registration to provide non-optional operator services is deemed complete March 21, 2000.

8. CenturyTel Long Distance, Inc., is granted a Letter of Registration to provide intrastate, non-optional operator services within the State of Colorado.  Upon the filing of a tariff and price list as described below, this Letter of Registration shall be deemed issued.

9. Within 90 days of the Mailing Date of this Decision and Order, CenturyTel Long Distance, Inc., shall file an advice letter containing a proposed tariff and price list to become effective on not less than 30 days notice.  4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-41.  The tariff shall include, at a minimum, appropriate tariff sheets stating just and reasonable rates, relevant operator service rules, citation to this Decision and Order as authority to provide service, and the name, telephone number, and address of a customer-complaint representative for the company.  Any sample tariff filed as part of the application in this matter is not sufficient to meet these filing requirements.  A Letter of Registration shall not be deemed issued until an effective tariff and price list have been filed.  CenturyTel Long Distance, Inc., shall not provide non-optional operator services in Colorado without first having filed an effective tariff and price list.

10. If CenturyTel Long Distance, Inc., fails to file a tariff and price list pursuant to ordering paragraph 3 above, this Decision and Order shall be deemed null and void, and no Letter of Registration shall be deemed issued.  For good cause shown, and if a proper request is filed within 90 days of the Mailing Date of this Decision and Order, the Commission may grant CenturyTel Long Distance, Inc., additional time within which to file a tariff and price list.

11. CenturyTel Long Distance, Inc., shall timely and fully pay its fees to the Public Utilities Commission Fixed Utilities Fund.  §§ 40-2-111 and 113, C.R.S. CenturyTel Long Distance, Inc., shall participate in the High Cost Support Mechanism.  4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-41. CenturyTel Long Distance, Inc., shall participate in any other financial support mechanisms that may be created in the future to implement §§ 40-15-502(4) and (5), C.R.S.  Failure to do so may result in revocation of the Letter of Registration.

12. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING March 22, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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