Decision No. C00-276

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-549E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER APPROVING ITS 1999 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN.

Order Referring Case to 
an Individual Hearing Commissioner

Mailed Date:   March 17, 2000

Adopted Date:  March 15, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission to decide whether to refer consideration of issues related to the application by Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service") for approval of its 1999 Integrated Resource Plan ("IRP") to an individual hearing commissioner.

2. Since Public Service filed its application on November 15, 1999, the Commission has considered numerous motions related to the both substantive and procedural aspects of Public Service's IRP.  The Commission has attempted to issue timely rulings on these motions.

3. The Commission believes that an individual hearing commissioner with the ability to issue rulings and conduct hearings without the constraints of the open meetings law could better perform these functions in this Docket.  The Commission may direct referral of its work to an individual hearing commissioner pursuant to § 40-6-101(2)(a), C.R.S.

4. To further this end, response time to all motions filed after the effective date of this Order is shortened to seven (7) days.  As to response time, Rule 22(b) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, no longer applies to this Docket absent a subsequent order granting a longer response time.

5. The Commission refers this matter to Commissioner Robert J. Hix.  Commissioner Hix shall perform all functions necessary to resolve issues related to this Docket consistent with the Public Utilities Law and specifically, §§ 40-6-101 and 40-6-109, C.R.S.  It is understood that when necessary the reference of this matter to Commissioner Hix may be rescinded to resolve any issue that can be more effectively considered in the first instance by the full Commission.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

6. This matter is referred to Commissioner Robert J. Hix to act as an individual hearing commissioner with respect to all future functions related to this docket.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 15, 2000

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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