Decision No. C00-217

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98P-243G

in the matter of the application of Public service company of colorado’s gas purchase plan for the period july 1, 1998 to june 30, 1999.

commission order setting prudence review hearing for the gas purchase report

Mailed Date:  March 3, 2000

Adopted Date:  February 24, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement, Finding of Facts, and Conclusion

1. On June 1, 1998, Public Service Company of Colorado ("Applicant") made its gas purchase plan (“GPP”) filing pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-8-5.

2. The Commission deemed Applicant’s GPP complete at its June 12, 1998, Weekly Meeting, and informed Applicant that it needed to provide a non-confidential version of the GPP for public review.

3. On June 17, 1998, Applicant filed a non-confidential version of the GPP, and the Commission deemed Applicant’s GPP complete at its June 26, 1998, Weekly Meeting.

4. On October 16, 1998, Applicant filed an application for gas cost adjustment (“GCA”) in Docket No. 98L-409G pursuant to 4 CCR 723-8-2.2.  By Decision No. C98-1064, the Commission approved the $5,837,147 rates increase on less than statutory notice (“LSN”), effective October 1, 1998.

5. Although the Commission approved the LSN request, the Commission has not conducted any substantive review of the application.  The review has been reserved in a prudence review process at a later date, if the Commission so elected. 

6. Applicant filed its gas purchase report (“GPR”) on October 14, 1999, and the Commission Staff has completed its  preliminary review of the GPR.

7. The Commission will set a prudence review hearing on Applicant’s GPP, GCA, and GPR for the period July 1, 1998 to June 30, 1999.  The review will focus on issues concerning gas purchase practices and/or allocation of costs between the gas and electric departments, and related issues if the need arises.  At hearing, Applicant must present testimony and exhibits supporting the reasonableness of actual gas commodity and upstream service costs incurred during the review period pursuant to 4 CCR 723-8-9.

8. In setting a procedural schedule, the administrative law judge shall consider the competing demands on Staff and other parties to this case as they may be affected by the GPP review for Applicant and other cases in which these parties are participating.

II. ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Commission assigns this matter to an administrative law judge in accordance with the above discussion.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
February 24, 2000.
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