Decision No. C00-214

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-095T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR APPROVAL OF REVISED EXCHANGE AREA MAPS FOR THE DENVER METRO EXCHANGE AURORA ZONE, AND FOR APPROVAL OF EXPANSION OF THE BASE RATE AREA FOR THE DENVER METRO EXCHANGE AURORA ZONE.

DECISION ON REQUEST FOR
APPROVAL OF ALTERNATIVE NOTICE
Mailed Date:  March 3, 2000

Adopted Date:  February 24, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of U S WEST Communications, Inc.’s (“USWC”) Request for Approval of Alternative Notice (“Request”) relative to its application to modify certain area exchange maps.  

2. USWC filed its Request on February 22, 2000, with its application for approval of revised exchange maps.  USWC argues that the usual notice to customers is not practicable because the exact population affected is not presently known.   As an alternative, USWC asks for notice by publication in the local Aurora newspaper.  USWC also points out that the changes, if granted, will not affect calling areas, telephone numbers, or costs to the customers.

3. We believe good cause has been stated, but we disagree with the newspaper suggested by USWC.  The controlling statute, § 40-3-104, C.R.S., allows for alternative forms of notice, but usually requires “notice in each newspaper of general circulation...”  We find that notice in a newspaper of general circulation would be the better practice here.  

II. ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. U S WEST Communications, Inc.’s Request for Approval of Alternative Notice is granted in accordance with the above discussion.  

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.  

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
 
February 24, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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