Decision No. C00-210

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00M-091T

In the Matter of the Application BY U S WEST Communications, Inc. FOR APPROVAL OF AN ALTERNATIVE FORM OF NOTICE PURSUANT TO § 40-3-104(d), C.R.S.

Order Granting Application
For Alternative Form Of Notice

Mailed Date:  March 7, 2000

Adopted Date:  March 1, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Application for Alternative Form of Notice filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“US WEST”), on February 17, 2000.  The application seeks Commission approval of no legal notice or an alternative form of notice for a proposed tariff change, pursuant to the provisions of § 40-3-104(1)(C)(I)(d), C.R.S.  The application seeks approval of no legal notice  if the Commission finds that the tariff change is competitive in nature. If the Commission does not grant a no notice filing, US WEST requests publication of a legal notice of the proposed tariff change in The Denver Post for one day, and according to The Denver Post’s standard legal notice format, instead of the specific format set forth in § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(A), C.R.S.  The legal notice will comply with the requirements of § 40-3-104, C.R.S., in all other respects.

2. The application suggests that the no notice option is appropriate since the proposed tariff change will clarify language and include multiple payment options offered by customers’ financial institutions. US WEST states that this new language permits US WEST to remain competitive by ensuring that customers have as many convenient payment methods as they need from US WEST. In addition, US WEST believes its competitors offer similar services to their customers.

3. Section 40-3-104(1)(a), C.R.S., states, “... changes in intrastate telecommunications services which have been determined by the commission to be competitive in nature, pursuant to the provisions of article 15 of this title, shall not be subject to any notice requirement...” US WEST argues in this application that the tariff changes proposed are competitive in nature and, therefore, do not require notice.  The Commission is not persuaded. There has been no determination made under Article 15 of Title 40 C.R.S.  by this Commission that customer payment options and arrangements are competitive telecommunications services.  Changes to these payment options and arrangements may affect basic local services, which remain fully regulated services.

4. We will deny US WEST’s request for no legal notice. In the alternative, we will grant US WEST’s application for an alternative form of notice, that being the legal notice in the Denver Post as outlined above.

II. ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

5. This application is deemed complete.

6. The Application for Alternative Form of Notice filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., on February 17, 2000 is granted in accordance with the above discussion.

7. Response time to this Application is waived. 

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

March 1, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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