Decision No. C00-182

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00A-047T

in the matter of the application of HI-PLAINS NTS Communications, INC. to abandon its certificate of public convenience and necessity.

Order Granting abandonment of Certificate
of Public Convenience and Necessity 
and cancellation of tariff

Mailed Date:  February 25, 2000

Adopted Date:  February 24, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. Hi-Plains NTS Communications, Inc. (“Hi-Plains”), in a letter dated November 5, 1999, informed the Commission that it transacts no telecommunications business in Colorado.  Additionally, a representative of Hi-Plains indicated that it had sold its assets and the corporation was dissolved on July 31, 1997.

2. On February 2, 2000, the Commission, at its regularly scheduled meeting, determined that this correspondence should be construed as an application to abandon service.  The Commission on its own motion, approved a shortened notice period.

3. On February 3, 2000, notice of the application for the abandonment of Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity and cancellation of Hi-Plains’ tariff was issued. Interventions were due on February 18, 2000.

4. No interventions were filed in this matter. Therefore, the application is unopposed and eligible for treatment under modified procedure.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. Hi-Plains NTS Communications, Inc., has provided sufficient information for the Commission to take appropriate action relating to this matter.  To the extent certain information prescribed in Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-57, relating to applications for the abandonment or discontinuance of service, has not been specifically provided in this filing, the Commission for good cause waives the rule.

6. Hi-Plains NTS Communications, Inc.’s application for the abandonment of its Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to provide Emerging Competitive Telecommunications Services in the State of Colorado and cancellation of its tariff is approved.

7. Hi-Plains NTS Communications, Inc., is no longer authorized to provide Emerging Competitive Telecommunications Services in Colorado.  Accordingly,  no local exchange company or carrier authorized to provide telecommunications services in the State of Colorado shall allow Hi-Plains NTS Communications, Inc., to use the basic exchange network or the public switched network for origination or termination of telecommunications services for sale to others.

8. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 24, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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POLLY PAGE
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
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