Decision No. C00-173

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 00B-011T

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF SPRINT COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY L.P. FOR ARBITRATION PURSUANT TO U.S.C. § 252(b) OF THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996 TO ESTABLISH AN INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT WITH U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Order Denying Petitions To
Intervene And Referral To
Administrative Law Judge For Hearing

Mailed Date:  February 24, 2000

Adopted Date:  February 9, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of petitions to intervene filed by New Edge Networks, Inc. (“New Edge”), and Advanced TelCom Group, Inc. (“Advanced TelCom”).  This case concerns the request for arbitration filed by Sprint Communications Company L.P. (“Sprint”) under the provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 252(b).  The petitioners request intervention here because they may seek to adopt, pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 252(i), some or all of the terms of the interconnection agreement that may be negotiated or arbitrated between Sprint and U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”).

2. On February 3, 2000, Sprint and USWC submitted their Joint Opposition to the petitions to intervene.  That filing suggests that allowing intervention in this case could disrupt the parties’ efforts to resolve issues presented in the petition for arbitration.  In addition, the Joint Opposition states that neither New Edge nor Advanced TelCom has stated an interest that would justify intervention here.

3. We agree with the Joint Opposition.  Therefore, the petitions for intervention will be denied.

4. This case will be referred to an Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) for hearing.  However, inasmuch as the Commission must enter its decision on the petition for arbitration by May 5, 2000, we will issue the initial decision here pursuant to the provisions of § 40-6-109(6), C.R.S.  The parties shall provide the Commission with a transcript of the hearings to permit us to issue the initial decision, the costs of the transcript are to be divided equally between the parties.  The ALJ shall issue further procedural directives in this case.  The ALJ shall complete the record in this case, including all necessary hearings, on or before April 1, 2000.

ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. The Petition to Intervene filed by New Edge Networks, Inc., is denied.

6. The Petition to Intervene filed by Advanced TelCom Group, Inc., is denied.

7. This matter is assigned to an Administrative Law Judge for further proceedings consistent with the above discussion.

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 9, 2000.
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