Decision No. C00-117

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-549E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER APPROVING ITS 1999 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN.
Decision Granting Motion to Open
a Sub-Docket on the Reliability of
Public Service's Transmission Infrastructure
Mailed Date:  February 4, 2000

Adopted Date:  January 26, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the motion to open a docket to examine transmission infrastructure filed by the City and County of Denver ("Denver") on January 11, 2000.  Denver's motion seeks Commission review of the bulk power transmission system used by Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service") to deliver electricity to its Colorado customers and of Public Service's level of investment in the transmission system.

2. By Decision No. C00-49, the Commission shortened response time to Denver's motion to January 21, 2000 at noon.  Staff of the Commission filed a timely response in support of Denver's motion.  Public Service's response in opposition was untimely, but is considered by the Commission.

3. On January 25, 2000, Denver filed a reply to Public Service's response.  The Commission strikes this reply because it did not conform to Rule 22 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-1.  Specifically, Rule 22(d) provides that all pleadings (defined as including motions and responses) shall be "double-spaced" and Rule 22(b) provides that no responsive pleading may be filed to "responses."  Parties are of course permitted to ask for leave to reply to a response.

4. The Commission finds that Denver's motion states good cause and should be granted.  Despite its opposition as set forth in its response to Denver's motion, Public Service conceded that Denver's motion presented a pertinent issue in a motion to strike filed in Docket No. 99I-323E.  In its motion in Docket No. 99I-323E, Public Service noted that transmission issues "belong" in its Integrated Resource Plan docket (“IRP”) (i.e., this docket).

5. Long term planning for transmission network facilities and related infrastructure is an integral part of the integrated resource planning process.  Rule 6.4 of the Commission's Electric Integrated Resource Planning Rules, 4 CCR 723-21, explicitly makes this point.  See also Decision No. C96-373, ¶ III.D.4.  Review of Appendix E of Public Service's Draft 1999 IRP, however, raises more questions than it answers.

6. The Commission finds that thorough review of Public Service's transmission infrastructure is necessary to understand how the electricity generated by the resources to be added to Public Service's system to meet its projected capacity need for the years 2002 through 2005 will be delivered to end-users.  This includes identification of the necessary transmission (and substation) upgrades to satisfy the demand attributable to the new generation that will be added through 2005.  Moreover, review of Public Service's existing and anticipated level of investment in transmission infrastructure is also necessary.

7. In light of the above findings, the Commission will open a new docket to consider these and other issues during the pendency of the primary Public Service 1999 IRP docket.  The Commission shall attempt to complete the review of the transmission-related issues and issue a decision prior to July 15, 2000.

II.
ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

8. The reply filed by the City and County of Denver on January 25, 2000 is stricken.

9. The motion to open a docket to review the bulk power transmission system filed by the City and County of Denver is granted.

10. Contemporaneous with this Decision, an order opening a docket to review the bulk power transmission system used by Public Service Company of Colorado shall be issued.  Public Service Company of Colorado shall have the burden to demonstrate that its investment in the transmission system is at an appropriate level and that this investment will be sufficient for it to meet the interconnection demand that will result from the new generation that will be added through 2005.

11. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 26, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI TERM EXPIRED
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 26, 2000.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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